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O prevent prejudice in thoſe who/haÞ read 
theſe folloning Diſcomrſes of Error and 
Order, -1 think it expedient to premiſe 


four _ —_ 


Whereas t have made uſe of many paſ- 
ſages ont of Authors, and not ſhewed of 
whom anJ'#hereofyLconfeſs itſothat I al- 
wmoſtmay ſaywith/Mr.Burtonall i mine, 
and none mine; As 4 good Heouſe-wife 

out of diver; fl:eces weaves one piece of cloth,and as a Bee gatherecb 
wx and boney out of many fliweri, and makes a new lumsp; for 1 
in py this I w6z publiſh, [ did liks Fim, who ont of divers gar» 
dens pathers a Poſiey taking here and there a floner for his own uſe 
in bus ozn Ec:ſe, for a day and then layeth it «ſide, being regardleſs 
from whoſe garden he hid each particalay flaner. So I gathering 
many paſſages out of Amhors for mine own uſe, for that time in- 
tending then tolay them aſoulg, regarded not m:ich where and of 
whom! borrowed to make wp my Work ; F.r bad [pmrpoſed to have 
dane that I now do (by 4 hind of neceſſity, and the deſire if ſome) 1 
bad fil'ed my Margent mare, as in this Preface, and the conc!u- 
ding Poſt[cripe, 
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If any ſay 1 have mentioned old faults, after the aft of Olli. 
vion, , »bich I ſhcu!d not bave done, 1 confeſs it, Bur Mr,Caryl 
«(ſures me, That aman may ratimadlly remember the wrong anc- 
ther bath done him, with all the circumſtances and yoſſages of. it, 
Jet furget it ſpiritually ; Forget it (ſaith be) ſo far as to for- 
2ivearfully,' and then remember it as much as mil. 
| bas], have dine, and ball dv, 3. Todothe work of the dayy;- 
on the day, Truſt mate mention of ſume ſuch things, namely,ap- 
on the 3 d-ty of January,to work bamiliation in my ſelf & other; 
and wen the 29 day of May toſtir up my ſelf and ukers 0 rejoyce 
and give thanks, 3+ Fn obaof-er are who juſt fi: ſuch their 
f.rmer 'Ffences ; muſt xewhben be filent, and ſo conſent that they dy 
well } We muſt not leave reproving, if men will nor leave finning, 
Aden ihdeed feat hardly ou T4111 impult thdf as a £10 6s 
which wat gur duty Ia de./ ' Dn: to\compinge urn of artby i «Amy; 
J eayy heugh wer diſpoſed ta re fiſt nil. hardl$ever be convinced, 
And friends may debatey and n:t abate of their « ffeition, ſtriving 
for werity, not m-ſtery, ſeeking for truth, nat praiſe or vittuy, 
\as.ohr f..mous Afarrys K ng Charls ſaith. 

% u3, Soar prromps thinkT ſo fe. k,, as if moſt were in thoſe kind; 
offend;rr.; if fo, I think they miy blame Saint Paul 4; will as 
me, wie ſo writes to the Galatrans and Copanvild, blawing 
ontyrke fanity's fo | blame on! y, and xt oxrtoberter the faulty; ns 
that the greateſt nunber are (wc; for in ny Pariſhthere are w's 
arc orderly; conform ble ro the© burch, yea ſuch wie kave ſoffer- 
cd fir their lojaliy, and. continue log] ;* yer there are others, and 
if ut twoy tro witny by rw)y who C:nme be excnſed from theſe 
former attings, of which I. A. ſa.th, No perfecu1on that ever 
was,;can-paraltel this perſecution'for impiety, injaſtice'and 
.cerceley; Such r/o (as Henry Earl of Monmouth ſaith) are 
quier, when they know not how to diſquiet others: S.b 
 wb1 (x5: Mr: Burton ſaith) are ever mending Churches, 
-States, \ Supezriors, -mending all ſaye themſelves. Sz6h to 
whont' may be aphl yed a{aynig of CE trdinal Bentiveglio , writing 
of the Warrrf Flanders, Clemency inPrinces lerves to lit- 
tleparpoſe, wien obſtinacy. and diſloyalty uf Subje@s is 
thereby made greater. , And car of Curia Politiz, Cruelty 
may make Subjects miſerable, Clemency may make them 
criminal, 


. 


, Ir efac 
criminal. Such of whom Hamond le Serang ſab; It is ctt- ,, _ 
elry to pardon nothing, it is double cruetcy. to pardun all, Ft. . 
Such of nhom Mr, Edvard Sparks bu ſaying « verified, Zeal 164. 
without hnoledge, and chatity ar now adayer, (x A1 they without 

zeal are like g'ow- worms, baving [me cold ſplendor without heat ) 

Lind mutil'd horſer, ſo fir like the fire 0 bell, that burn, and 

have no tight. Smeb who complain much of ſin abounding, 'and 

blame Prea hers f.r not preaching mure ag tinſt fon : but if ac- 

cording t9 the prattiſe of Chriſt and ute Apeſties, theypreach 4- 

ainft fa'ſe Prophets in ſheeps-clotthing, Mat. 7.15. againff 
npecrifie, Mar. 23, againft repſting of Anthority, Rom. 13, 

to lyware of canſers f diviſions, Rom. 16.18," not to reſt in-4 

farm of god.ineſs, 2 Tim.3,$. not to have itching ear;z2 Tim. 

4. 3z 4+ not to deſpiſe dominion:, Tide 6, Then' they arere:dy 

ro canplain if 14iling, and ſpeaking againſt God's :prople, and 
well-affefted, and reſolve to hear ſuch Preachers.no more, little 
conþlering. that in ſo ſ.ying they ſhew palpah'y thrir own guilt ; 

for 1 ams ſure, «nd dare confidently «firm, That. th! more g d y 

and well. aff efted prople are,th: further thiy are from, the more 

they al bor Hypocy.fie, Diſobedience, Rebellicn, Si biſms, F.- 

4;.n;, and ſuch like, Liing if all mn the moſt ob:dient, ſincere 

je tceally and quiet. LO PST TTANG 

4. If any blame me for m:nt.oning wrongs done tomy ſelf, - 

I anſwer; 1, 1 d\it without any revengeful or maliciiws iment, 
which 1 hope is cleered ly my manner of (peech, and. by my for: 
mr carriage fnce my renmn; 1 bring of Gregories mind, 
wm My. Brton affirm; to ſay, He who. cannot bear inj2- 
rieagtinlt humſeli 11s.no good man, . Anddring bletirongh pay, ,. 
Cad: mercy to, ſay with. Sir Ecward-Deering, 1. thank Gad 
my heart hath never known the ſetlingof a perſqnal malice; 
Wall knowing, That revengs; (4: N-cholas Cautin ell ws) is 
proper to weak minds, whereas clemency alwayes refiderh 
1 2 ſtrong ſpirit. 2. Fefides, I c.uld nit well avaid 165, for 
el: biy8h ſome, 4; Strada ſaith, are cured by contempt, yet Me- F'8 7- 
dicts Mzdicarus cel; 4;, Itis the merhod of chanity to ſuffer 
without retortion im paeticalar wrongs, but not when Gods 

elory isin queftion. Chriſt priged for them who perſecuted 
bin, whipr then who dil. oxred 54 fat ers biwſe, toſuſfer God 
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and ſtupidity. 1 endeavoxring to wipe off the diſkononring of God 
and [\ arr Me his Goſpel, and the Boas, Religion, + "a 
ow it by ſuch men; contemuing and ſleighting Gods Ordinances, 
v2ilifying bu me engers 45 ſcandaion and unprofitable, preferring 
unwarranted Conventicles before the publick worſhig of God, and 
by bleniſhing the owe Government and Church of England 
arunchriftian and perſecuting, was conſtrained 18 mention a;'l 
have done. 3, And in thus doing I imite48 a goed Preſident, 
S:. Paul, who names in bus writings, eſpecially to the Corinthi. 
ans bus own ſufferings, and frem thens alſo. Fur my ſelf, I wa; 
glad | bad ſuch a l1ving to loſe for ſogood 4 cauſe, and an heave 
ſo willing to part withit, 1 inſo doing findir g the trath of a ſay- 
mg wn Dr, Sclater, AfﬀiQtion is the beſt tutor to devotion, 
And ſach experiences of Gods mercies to) me and mines tha: | 
was (44 all who knew we can teftific) patient, content and cheer- 
ful. And fonce my return, which & eighty ears, [ have net ſhewed 
the leafs di{tike to thoſe who out: 4d wie ; and therefore now being 
ſcarce able to go, ail ſhortly to end my pilgrimage , 1 hope | 
ſhall cheriſh no ſmch kelliſh vermin 4s m-lice and deſire of revenge 
in my beart, but endeavour to live with ſuch leave and peace, 
which are the furtherers to that future love, pexce and joy which 
are {or ever, | | 
Shonld any queſtion why I make ſo-mnch uſe of Mr. Ball, 
and ſom: old Nou-Conformiſts, of My, Bayly and other liter 
Pretbyterians , moſt. men mithout my telling -may conjeflure 
rightl;, lecanſe ſuch mens ſayings will ſroner prevail withthoſe 
I deal withal, than of the Fathers aud other Divines." As alſo 
lecanſe men may ſee the vaſt difference letgixt them, and thoſe 
whoſe {0 lowers they pretend to le. when im trath they «re followers 
© Mr.Barrow,Greenwood,-+d ſuch of the ſeparation,who bad 
Mr, Ball, Mr, Brivſly, fc. old Non-Conformiſts, Mr. Ed- 
wards, 4r. Baylyy & co late Freebyterians, their great oppoſer:. 


JAM. 


Bo not err my Beloved Brethren. 


HE three laſt Lords dayes I preach- 
ed unto you of conſcience ;I ſhewed 
you what it is, the; kinds of it, how 
ic 1$ God's Officer, what its duty is, 
and whatits rule, That we are not 
to take all for conſcience which pre- 
tends to be ſo, And fince conſcience 
is inevery one, and it will live with 

us for ever, that we (ſhould be careful ro have our conſcien- 

ces ſuch, that we and they mty have peace and comfort ; 
and that for this end we {hould endeayour to have our con» 
ſciences enlightned, faithful, lively, and not blind, florhful, 
dead, or erroneous ; therefore I purpoſe to ſhew you what 
it isto err, the danger of error, and in the words of St, 

Tame: diſſwade you from it 3 Do no err, &c, 

The Apoſtle fovies d:\[waded from thinking God to be 
the Author of fin (an horrid blaſ hemy) he periwades them 
not toerr or wander, a Metaphor taken from ſheep g3- 
ing aſtray. Errors are of two ſorts. 2. In praRtiſe, going 
from the Word, the Rule of righteouſneſs, erring from 
God's wayes. 2, In judgment, going off from the Word 
as the Randard and meaſuse of cruth, which we commonly 
call 


Pſal. 219. 
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cafft error. To make way to what T intend, I will lay down 


ſore-few Propoſitions, 


I. Propoſition, 
The firſt, That error is common to man, everknce') 
falf.of man. It is evident how Adew and Eve erred, andboy 
theag- rity ſmart for it is maniſeſt, yea how their poſte.. 
ritywere polluted with error we ſee in Cain,'and in the did 
world, for whfich the Lord ſent the Delvge. Aſter which, 
errors ſo abounded, that Linguages were coufounded, Sodow 
and Gomorrha turned into aſhes, After'the Lord choſe Abra- 
him and his ſeed to be his peculiar _ thy ſoon erred 
in Egypt,"inthe Wilderneſs, and in:Car4an; wothhipping 


Calves, and Bal, yea ſacrificing their children to Devils. | 


When our Saviour Chriſt was upon earth, how oft dath he 

check for ering, not knowing the Scripures? How ofc 

doth he confute the exrors of the Scrides, Phariſees, and 
Mar.7.15. Saduces ? What warnings and caveats doth he give to us 
Mat.24+ to bewate of falſe Prophets in ſheeps cloathing, and ac» 
AA.8.9, Paint us with the danger of ſuch. Afrer our Saviours af- 
13-18. cending into; heaven, errors did abound notwithſtanding 
zTim.2.i7 the pains and piety of the Apoliles. Simon Magus bewitcy- 
Rev.3.14z ed the people, Elma: alſo, withHyminens and Pliletur,Some 
15:20 inthe eAfas Churches held the doRrine of Balaam, ſome 
m—_— | he filthy follies of Jez.abel 
T4. of the Nicalaitans , and ſome the filthy follies of Jexalzl. 
Gal. 3.1. The Corinthians were drawn from the deatrine of the truth 
Phil.3-1- by falſe Apoſtles, Th: Ga/#ians bewitched from the truth. 
Rom16. The Philippians in great danger, The Kemaxs ſtaggered with 
Eph 14. ſuch who cauſed diviſions, and the Epbefans (udjeR to be 
iTim.4.z Carried about with every wind of doctrine. The Apoftle 
2 Tim.3. alſo foretels of ſwarms of errors which ſhould be, and how 
I» 3+ men will nor endure ſound dofrine, but after their lofts 
oVimey heap to themſelves teachers, having itching ears, turning 
their ears from the truth, and be turned to fables. Since 
which, all agzs ſhew how th's was fulfilled, for in the firſt 
hundred years after Chriſt, many groſs errors azQunded, as 
the Symonians of Simon Magus, the Hywinei of TR 
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and Philetus. The Nazareni {0 called of the City Nas 
zareth. The Menandriani of Aeminder, Scholar to Mage, 


The Ebientes of Ebion whom St. Foen confured. The Nice- 


p 


See opus 


Epiphanu 


de Hare 1 
9 


laitans of Nichols one of the ſeyen Deacons, The (*rin:his Augufiin. 


of (crimbus, whom St, Jobn called the firſt-yorn of Satan. 
The Saturnian of Saturyr, The Baſilidians of Baflides, &c. 
In the ſecond century aſter Chriſt there ſprung up above 
thirty ſeveral ſorts, of which number were the Marite of 
Marns, who called themſelves perfe&t, yea more perfe& 
than Peter and Paxh, They denied Chriſt's taking humane 
nature, and the reſurre&ion of the leh. -About this time 
alſo aroſe the Gnoſtichks ſo called, becauſe of their excellent 
knowledge in their own opinions, although but yain, By 


others they were called Barbarite, beczuſe of their wicked- }. 


neſs and filchineſs. They fancied ewo ſouls in each good 
man, one holy of the ſubſtance of ' God, the other adven- 
titious, which4s in man as in other <reatures, They taught 
the being of ewe Gods, the one. good, the other evil, That 
Martyrdom was not to be undertaken for Chriſt. They 
—__ the Images of Chriſt, and had images in as 
oceatelteem 2s Pagans their Gods. In the third Century 
there aroſe adout twenty ſorts of Herefies, of which I will 
name two. The Cathariſts ſo called from their ſanftity in 
their own opinion ; they gloried of merits, of their good 
worksz they denied repentance to ſuch who fell through in- 
firmity, and condemned ſecond marriages as unlawfal. The 
Donatifts alſo of Denatus,who afirmed the Charch of God on 
earihto be without ſpot. None to be compelled to live 
well, Hereticks not to be reprefled by Magiſtrates. That 
the worthineſs of the Sacrament 18 from the holineſs of him 
who gives it. That perſons baptized by the' Orthodox are to 
de regaptized, That killing themſelves to avoid puniſh- 
men for their errors is Martyrdom. They ſaid the Son 
was inferiour to the Father, the holy Gaoſt to the Son, and 
they boaſted of Revelations, 

In the fourth Century aroſe above twenty, of which the 
Pelagians was one,of Pelagins, who taught that Adam (hould 
bave died if he had not finned. That Adews hn djd hurt only 

| B him+ 
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bamſelf, That there is no Original fin. That men have free 
will ſufficient to do well z and that God gives grace to the 
merits of works. 

Thefifth Century had ſome, and the fixth brought forth, 
as ſome others, ſo thoſe grand errors of Makwmeraniſm 
and Papiſm, 

i Lenif of Mabomet, which hath overſpread many 
Kingdoms under the 7wrk and other Kings. They deny the 
being of perſons in the Trinity. They ſay God is corpo- 
real. That Chriſt was not God, but a creature, yet a great 
Prophet. That Chriſt did nor ſuffer, nor was not crucified, 
That the Devil in the end ſh1ll be ſaved, That Eternal Life 
confifts in bodily pleaſures. They obſerve Circumciſion, 
Waſhings, with ſome other Judaical Ceremonies. The 
Iwear by Creatures, .and War for Religion, to which they 
ſay men are tobe compelled, They allow of many Wives, 
and Divorce without cauſe, They hope to be ſaved by 
works, They deny.pardon for eyer to them who forſake 
their Religion, They hold venial and mortal fins, They 
pray towards che Eaſt, a ſet number daily, but not for un- 
behevers, And they take away the Sacraments ordained 
by Chriſt, 

Papiſm aroſe under Phoca#-the Emperor, and Boniface the 
third, Popes of Rome. Luther was born at Iſleben in Saxony, 
1483. He when Leoche tenth ſent forth pardons, 1 5 16. op- 
poſed them. Preaching in Saxony, there aroſe Nicolas Stocks, 
and Thomas Mancer, preaching that goods ſhould he came 
mon- Upon this fourt thouſand role in Swevie and Frans 
conia,plundering and killing; but the Princes arming, took 
Frantw, executed Mmnncer, Phifer, and hundreds more. The 
CityMunſter having received theGoſpel, FobnBeecld aTaylor, 
came from Leyden. thither, where keeping Conventicles, 
in few months he gets a great party, they obtain freedom 
for their Religion, and after grow fo ſtrong as to drive all 
the Proteſtants out. . This Joby of Leyden is made King, he 
eave leave to have many Wives, himſelf took fifteen, Be- 
wg. vanquiſhed, he with Kwipperdoling, were tyed toa ſtake, 
their fleſh pul'd in pieces with hot pincers ; he recanted his 
errors, 


(5) 
errors, Knipperdoling did nor, but died like 4 mad min. 
Theſe Anabaptiſts maintained, as Mr. Pager ſhews us, ten 
errors not to-be tollerated in the Church 3 Four not to be 
ſuffered in a Common-wealth,and three not in a Family, as 
community of goods , putting away of Wives of-a concra- 
rv Religion, and that Ciriftians may have many Wiyes. 
Thouſands of theſe periſhed in Germany by the ſword; and 
in Queen Eliz.aleths time ſome of them in Englond recanted, 
2nd {ome were burnt. ; 


After tneſe aroſe the Zrowniſts, called Separatiſts, be» M:.Pager, 


cauſe they ſeparate from all reformed Churches, thzn one 
from another. Kolert Brown, School-maſter in Southwark , 
preached in a gravel-pit neer /ſlington, 'Mr, *Fox refuſed to 
talk with him, Mr. Greenbam perſwaded him, but could not 
reyail, ſo to little purpoſe ; for he led his company be- 
yond Sea, where (ſecing their diviſions) he left them, re- 
curned into England, took the Parſonage of a Church in 
Northamptonſhire and died, as I have been informed, fince 
the beginning of our late troubles. He and his followers 
kftour Church, as they ſaid, for our many abominations, 

The Barreniſts following yet more they compared our 
Church to Sedem, Babylon, Egypt, as Barrow, Bren, Bris, 
Rutter, KC. 

The Wilkinſonians went a ſtep higher, affirming they were 
the Apoſtles, and denied Communion to all who would 
not give them that title, 

The Lewmariftc maintained a monſter of Herefies, Ma- 
bametaniſm denying the Trinity and the eternal Godhead of 
Chriſt. F+d iſm atirming Cariſt ro come ſhortly to reign 
on the earth. Paepiſm affirming a meer creature may be 
worſhipped. Fgln ann maintaining conſubſtantiation- 
eAnibiptiſm afficming that Chriſt took not fleſh of the Vir- 
gin Mary. Libertiniſes holding no vihble Church on earth. 
Brownſme holding (eparation, ſeparating from all Chur- 
ches, excommunicating and curſing on another. Mr. Paget 
alſo tells us, that the begining of the Independents was thus. 
Mr, Robinſon leaving Norwich in diſcontent, became a ri- 
gid Brozniſt, but after by conference with ſome learned 

men, 


Mr.Pager, 
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men, he recarited nis opinions, yet derived this his way of * 
Independency to his ſeparate Congregation at Leyden; and 
part of that Congregation did carry it to Plymonth in new 
England, where the aſhes of Independency did break out in- 
to a burning flame. And Mc. Bayly ſets down the fruits of - 
this Independency in new England(in the opinions of ſome, 
for I ſuppoſe he ſpeaksnot of all, there being among them 
many ſober Miniſters and Magittrates,. who oppoſed and 
overthrew thoſe opinions. And they refuſing to own the 
late powers, is an Argument of their fobriety. B:fides, 
there nath been great converſion of the [xdians, in fo much 
that the Bible 1s tranilated and Printed in their Tongue, as 
Lam informed.) | Haw it placeth many thouſands of Chri- 
{tians in the condition of Pagans 3..how it marr'd the con- 
verſion of Pagans tv Chriſtian Religion 5 how it brought 
forth the fouleſt Hereftes that ever yet were heard of in any 
Protefiant Church, to the number of fuurſcore and eleven. 
[That their piety ſeemed fingular ; their malice was fingalar 
againſt all who oppoſed-rhem, eſpecially Octhodox Mi- 
nifters, That cheir contempt of Magiſtrates was grievoug, 
zeirerrors in opinion did draw on ſuch ſeditious praftiſes, 
which did wellneaz overturn both their Charch and State: 
That their proud obftinacy againſt all admonitiors wag 
marvellous, that in the mudſt of their profeſſon of piety, 
the, prophanity of many of..them was great. Of theſe part- 
culars he ſpeak largely, and ſhews his warrant for what he 
lth in many particulars, . In Queen Elizabeth; time, Mr. 
Barrow, Greenwood, Pexay, and lome others were executed. 
Stud'y, Billet and Bowly had judgment to be ſo, The firſt 
Propofition is clearly evident, 7 bat men, yes the beFF of. men, 
are ſubje® to err (humanuw ft. crrare.) and have need to be 
called on not t@err; for they who have moſt. light. here, 
have much darkneſs.in. them, and we are more prone to 
follow the darkneſs of our ſpirits,. than the light of Gods 
Spirit, He who thinks he cannot err, reckons himſelf more 
than a,man ; fox whilſt there remains corruption-in the 
will, the underſtanding cannot be wholly free from cor- 
wption, Ehe wills, aff:Gions, and underſtandings of Saints 
on. 
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enearth have ſome corruption remaining in them ; as theis 
practiſe, ſo their opinions are loyld and faulty ; yea often- 
times good men continue long in error. Fobs friends did' 
| maltiply, but not mend their anſwers; for as it is hard to part Job 21.34 
a with an evil practiſe, ſo and Much more with an ill opinion, 
&Cc. error 1n opinion, becauſe that reflefts on the repura- 
tion of the beſt faculty, the judgment, And therefore we 
ſhould be as careful to avoid errors as other vices : Since a 
blind eye may be asbad as a lame foot; fincea man wanting 
light is apt to fall and ſtumole ; and the Apoltle ſhews, that 
a.yain mind aath vain aftectons, 


IL Propoktions - 


The ſecond Propoſition is this, Alrhowgh many men whe 
know much do greatly ery, yet error and ignorance art of (0 neer 
king that 1FnarAnce 1s Pf wall Y the mvther of error. An 19norant 
man may de ſtuboorn and wilful, yet he. cannot be fixt and Mar.” 3>- 
teddy, but is doubtful and wavering, yet prone to ſettle 35: 
himſelf inthat which is unſound, ſo ſ{ubjeR to error, If a 
knowing man doth err, it 1s hard to convince him ; and if 
he who knows ao reaſon doth err, he will not be convinced 

i by reaſon. Surely error properly proceeds from ignorance ; 
for he who maintains either opinion or practiſe againſt con- 
ſcience, is more than in an error. It'is obſtinacy when it re- 
fers to practiſe, it is Herefie when it refers to opinion; for 
in Hereticks errors are uſually againſt light, and ſuch de- 
light in error. 


IIT. Propofition. 


He nbo judgeth hims/elf to be in the truth, « not to leave th: 
truth becauſe ſame call it error ; for 4s we are not to take wp errors 
becauſe ſome call them truths, ſo we are nct to let go truths becauſe 

ſome call them errors, Good men ſhould be eahily led into the 
rigat way, and turn to the truth, but not forced from it, ma= ,, | 
ny things berng callederrors Which are not. A man therefore 1fa, r1, 6;- 
not conyinced (and deſtrous to be informed) he is out of the 

Way 3 


— 


Mart.23. 
13 21 4+ &c 


Rom,1r. 
19,18, I 4. 


3 
x Cor, 16. 
Jl 


Joh.8, 5; 


($) 
way z nothing ſaid to ſatishe conſcience, and to changes hig 
jugment ;z much ſpoken, but little proved ; many reaſons in 
number, all light in weight; he is not to leave the truth judg- 
ing it to be ſo, And men ſhould be careful not to brand ſuch 
for errors Which are not, or they think to be ſo, except, and 
until they can prove them to be ſo 3 which Chriſt doth, gi- 
ving reaſons, and making good his charge ; for inveRtives do 
no good, diſcoveries may. We are to make good our charge 
when we accuſe any of error or herefie, many being al] 
accuſed as we are by Papiſts, who ſpread the livery of He- 
reticks and Schiſmaticks on us. Innocent truths often ſuffer 
under odious imputations. To prove error therefore, we 
are to be more in argument than in paſſion; to condemn things 
by reaſoning, not mulcalling. 


IV. Propoſition. 


Alchoagh men dv uſually offend towards ſuch who do ery, wing 
bitter ſpeeches againſt them they think are in error , yea then 
when they cannot prove it an error ;, as Jobs friend: bad many 
bard: words againſt Job, few ir no ſound Arguments ; it being 
eafier to be angry with an error, than to arome againſt it, and men 
are uſually ſo angry, becauſe they have little reaſon, they often 
having moſt exrneftneſs againſt opinions, who bave leaſt to ſay 4- 
ginſt them, Moreover, although they who ſuppoſe ns to be 
in error do therefore magnitie themſelves againſt us, and 
in ſo doing come under the Apoſtles reproof, they ſinning in 


. ſodoing; 2+ Becauſe they forget their own frailties, and 


how apt they are to fall (whereas by others failings we 
ſhould take notice to what we may be tempted, ag by others 
holy a&ions we are to learn ivhat we ſhould do) and becauſe 
ſuch forget that they have fallen into other {ins and errors, 
if not the ſame : Yea, ſuppoſe they art freer than is poſſible 
ro be on earth, why ſhould they magnifie themſelyes over 
others whofin> Doth God ſo > O no, he pities and ſpares ! 
Bewail we then their condition, pray for them, and 
bleſs God who hath preſerved ns. It b:ing no eafie matter 
to convince ſach whoerr,error being as binding as trath,not 
"2M 
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im the name of error, but of truth, men being in love with 
their own conceptions, which are as the fleſh of their own 

minds. And men taking up an opinion, think it a diſgrace 

to lay it down again; it being alſo a rare thing to make men 

yield up their judgments although miſguided, When there- 

fore we deal with erroneous perſons it 18 good to follow 

the Apoſtles direion, inſtructing oppoſers with meekneſs, 2 Tim.z. 
fince gentle dealings will beſt become diflyaſives from er- 35: 

ror; for where the matter 1s like todiſpleaſe, the manner 

ſhould not be ſharp. Bitter pills muſt be ſugar'd, that they 

may go down the better, otherwiſe men of contrary minds 

will think all ſpoken againſt them to be out of rage & anger. 

And other oftepdors will better abide ſharpneſs than they ; 

for contrary opinions think they are in the right, and pride 1s 

touchy z whereas other (ins fill the ſoul with ſhame,and there 

is not that boldneſs WFreply; whereas in opin ons, where men 

think they are in the right, we have need todeal gently, leſt 

pride take prejudice z according therefore to. St. Paw!s pre- 

cept, and St. James his praftiſe, 1 beſeech yew brethren do 

nat err, 


V. Propoſitions 


We art tobe care/ul not to live in, or m-intain any err07 in our 
ſelves 3 and in ox ſeveral places me ſhould endeaviur to dran os 135 199 
thers from their errors, turning men{rom the errey of their wayes, 

Thisis a duty, and needful,lunce gocd men are ſubject to err, ,, 

4 | Mar. 24. 
error being catching, and much comply ng with our natural ,, 
thoughts ; we being alſo to take care of others ſalyation, one = 
member of the ſafety of another ; yea, of the meaneſt in the Hab.z.12: 
Church, one ſpark oft occaſioning a great flame. It being 1r.15,16- 
alſo an a of charity to reduce thoſe who g0 aſtray, evena E29-23-4- 
ſtraying beaſt, much more a man (although uſually none are | 
ſo angry as they who are ſedaced into opinions by intereſt, 
their ſores muſt not be touched) for to maintain an error is G3). 4-15. 
2 vain thing, nothing being more vain than errors, or falſe 
opinions of God, of the wayes of God, and of his dealings. 

Error is vanity, it is a lye. He therefore who is in an error * 19% 4 
| ſhould ** 


Job 42. 7. 
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ſhould be convinced, although ſome will make a fair coves 
for a deformed error, there being noerror but ſome will 
ſecond; yea, and ſome mens conlciences when they know 
not what to ſay will be talkative, although it is an 1ll office 
to be Orators for our own or others errors, eur own or 0- 
thers ſinful praCtiſes ; confidering alſo how ſubje&man is to 
err in ſpeech, praQtiſe and judgment. And that men knowin 
they may err, are in a fairer way tothe truth, than ſuch who 
think they cannot err, thzy erring in ſo thinking, 'whereas 
fuch are moſt ſecured from error who think they may err. 

Errors alſo in doctrine are uſually accompanied with er- 
rors inlife. The groſs prophaneſs of the Brozniſts is ſhewed 
in a Book called the prophane Schiſms of the Browniſts, and 
by Mr, Paget, from the teſtimony of the Dutch Church, and 
of the Magiſtrates of Amſterdam, inſtancing in Studley,1hj- 
taker, Holder, and others, yea in Mr. Brown himſelf, who 
being reproved for beating his Wife, ſaid, He did not beat 
tis Wife, but a curſt old Woman. 

Moreover, fince errors will have the worſt at laſt, they 
cannot hold out, truth will prevail ; and fince ſuch who 
maintainerrors ſhall not find favour with God. Fobs friends 
held an error unknown, andfor zeal to God, yet God was 
angry with them, and is with ſuch, AZze. 5. 19. 

Laſtly, Conſidering that many errors are damnable,mor- 
tal, deadly ; a freeing from them being a freeing from death, 
our care ſhould be not todally with them, there being death 
inthem; as the way of truth is the way of life, ſo alſo to 
draw others from them, and ſo procure their converſidn.and 
pardon, for none can be ſaved without Chriſt, ,Such who 
are ſaved by Chriſt muſt know him, and believe in him, and 
we muſt believe in him according to the tenour of Scripture, 
the rule of faith, and not err from it. 

If we doerr, ours are but ſmall errors. 

Difterences about leſſer points of Do&rine, of Scripture 
held up for by ends againſt conſcience may be damnable, for 
then a lefler opinion 1s in the ſame rank with a known f1n ; 
and ſo an error may he damnable by circumſtance z a man 
walking againlt light, be the error but ſmall, the danger 18 

; great, 
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preat, if a walking againſt light, And groſs negligence, 'or 
not taking pains to knoiy berrer is equivalent to ſtanding out 
againſt the light ; it arguing aſecret fear and ſuſpition of the 
truth. And ſuch men who live and die in leſs errors about 
faith and worſhip, deing willingly igrorant, if they be ſaved, 
they may expect co be ſaved with much difficulty (by fire) as 
loſs of much comfort, of much peace, being ſcorched in ſpi- 
rit, and kept in dark and donbtful wayes. 

Theſe things thus premiſed, I will ſheiv you what an er- 
error is, What itis to err, Error {tri&ly and properly ta- 
ken, is that which men hold or do out of ignorance of the 
truth, It is in praiſe hen we are ignorant of what is bet- 
ter tobe done z it is in opinion when we are ignorant of 
whatis better for us to believe or hold. Error then is an opi- 
nion or ation ſwerving from the Rule of Gods Wordzwhen 
that which is falſe is believed to be true, contrary to the 
mind of him from whom we ſay we have received it ; as if 
2 man ſhould believe idols to de Gods, becauſe Scripture 
calls them ſo. It is anerror when a thing which is falſe is 
believed to be true, becauſe he from whom we received it, 
thinks it is true : Should a man think the ſoul was made of 
moats, becauſe Lucrerims thought ſo, and we read it in him, 
Itisan error, When out of another mans writings ſome true 
thing 1s believed, whichhe who wrote it did not believe ; as 
to think an Epicure did place good in continency becauſe he 
praiſed it. It is an error, Error is a wandring or ſtraying 
fromggF right way z it is hardly cured, being very preva- 
lent; and it is the way to Hereſie, althoagh it is not Here- 
he. Herefie being an error and more, Herefie muſt be in 
ſome fundamental point or truth ; it takes men off from 
Chriſt, or from the foundation of ſaving knowledge. It is 
accompanied with pertinacy and obſtinacy, after cleer light 
offered; it is oollble to have an error about ſome funda- 
mental point, yet be no Heretick. Herefhe makes men take 
pleaſure and delight in it, therefore it is called a work of the 
fleſh, and ſuch are often wounded by themſelyes, although 
they will not be convinced by others. Hereſe being an er- 
ror in judgment, 2 pertinacy in will, and a taking delight in 
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jtin our affeCtions, ſo an error, and more; we are the more 
careful roctake heed of it, fince ſuch like tares are ſown a. 
mongſt Gods wheat, yea while the Apoſtleslived ; and the 
cauſes of it ſtill remains ; namely, ignorance of God, pride 
of heart, ſelf-conceitedneſs, want of love to Chriſt, and his 
truth ; Satans malice, ambition, covetouſneſs, flattery, and 
Gods permitting ſuch ſtill for erial of his3 as gold by fre:for 
the cleerer confirming of the truth, and for the puniſhment 
of the contempt of his truth, and careleſs entertainment of 
his word. It 1s no wonder then, if after a faithful Paſtor 
there comes a Wolf. | 
If any doth ach nhy God permits deceivers to draw men into 
errors, and men t1 be drawn into them ? 
1.Scripture ſhews it is for the tryal of his, to ſhew the cor- 
ruption or fincerity which 1s in men. 
2. To make his to contend for the faith, Some are buſie 
to ſpread errors, that others may be buſie to withſtand 


them, to avoid them. A Cut-purſe is like another man, yet \ 


when men are. aflured ſuch are in the crowd, every one will 
look to his purſe: So when errors are abroad, every one 
ſhould take more heed to himſelf. 

3-God often puniſheth one fin by another. Men continuing 
in fins of praQtiſe, God ſuffers them often to fall into ſinful 
opinions ; falſe doRrines are fit plagues for falſe hearts, They 
wholove not the truth are puniſhed with belief of errors; 
and ſuch are ſore puniſhments which are made of fins. 

That we may therefore avoid error, (2) Beqaye hum» 
ble, (2) Be diligent in obeying the Word. (3) (Sem up 
in love to the afteCting of the truth. Take heed of Hereti- 
cal Books, and of company with ſuch perſons, they being.in- 
feiousz take heed of covetouſneſs and ambition, which 
have made many Hereticks, apd reje& thoſe who are 
ſuch. 

Yow-ſaid from Timothy, that they are mildly, lovingly, and 
tenderly to be dealt withal, How then rejeft ? 

They are ſo, whilſt there is hopes they may be gamedand 
won; for in ſo doing we imitate God, who admoniſheth 
before he ſmites. He commands alſo to reſtore with m_ 
neisz 
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neſs; 2nd by ſo doing we ſhew our great love to the offers 
dor, and imitate St. Þ.sl, who uſed not the rod ſo long as 
meekneſs would prevail, Such places therefore as Kowe. 
16. 17. 3+ Job. 10. areto beunderſtood after admonitions, 
and good means nſed for their reclaiming, which provi 
vai, they are to de rejeted.In regard of themſelves, (1)To 
work ſorrow for theic fin. ( 2.) That they may be aſhamed. 
And (3)to bring thew to-repentancz. $0 in regard of the 
Church ; that it may appear ſhe maintains no viſe perſons ; 
thit other memoers May be free from infeRion, and that 0- 
thers may fear. In Kow.16. 12. there is a double duty com- 
manded, To mark, To avoid, The parties to be avoided are 
deſcribed from the eftects, Diviſions and Offences ; they who 
cauſe theſe are to be marked, avoided, The rule to which 
they are _— the doQtrine they had heard, namely of 
Salvation, of Chriſt, which they had learned in that Epi- 
ſtle, or their firſt Converters, Falſe teachers then are to be 
marked, ſo that we be not deceived by them, they cauſing 
Diviſions and Offences, A watchful eye is to be upon all ſuch 
who by their opinions or life cauſe diviſions contrary to the 
docrine of ſalvation. Diviſions and Scandals ſtriking at the 
teart of Religion, and of the Church. The Apoſtles rea- 
ſons to avoid ſuch, are, The one Negative, 9. d. you think 
they ſerve Chriſt, but they do not, not ſubmitting to his 
will, rot ſeeking to pleaſe him in all things, The other Af- 
firmative, they ſerve their own bellies,themſelves,their own 
turns,their profit, eaſe, maintenance, vain glory, ambition, 
carnal afte&1ons, they aiming at their own gain and credit, 
and not the glory of God. 

We think they are g10d and boneſt men, and their wayes good, 
theybeing foſuceeſeful, they multiplying ſo much. 

1. For their goodneſs and honeſty I will give you Mr. 
Hodges anſwers in a Sermon upon 2 Per. 2, 2. before the 
Houſe of Commons, March 10. 1646. You hear (ſaith he) 
what the Apoſtle ſayes, That many have a form, and yet de- 
ny the power of godlineſs, 2 Tiw. 3. 5. The Wolf inthe 
Fable, that he might not be ſuſpeRed, but the more eaſily 


make his prey of the lilly ſheep, put on a skin of theirs, &c- 
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2. Why (faith he) ſhould you think to ſay, he is honeſt 
or 4 a. man ſhould be a fooliſh plea 7, caſe of abu 
coyn, theft, treaſon or the like z and yet ſhouldbe of weight 
and force in this far greater buſineſs, and more horrid miC- 
chief? 

2, For their increaſing, it isn9 argument of goodneſs, 

1, The 4rrians did ſo overſpread the Church, that it was 
2 ſaying Athanaſius againſt the World (namely of Chriſti- 
ans) and the World againſt eAthanaſin, oF 

2, Popery did ſpread ſo falt and far, that Papiſts trj- 
umphingly ſaid and do, Where was your Church before La- 
ther 2 and they make univerſality a note of the Church. 

3. Mahwumitaniſm is (0 hs not only over the Twrks do- 
minions Which are large,and many in Exrpe, Afaand Abrich, 
but in other Kingdoms and Countreys which are not under 
the 7wrk, it having ſpread over Perfir, Indis, China, Tarta- 
ria, & c. Maboneet aroſe about fix hundred years after 
Chriſt, yet he hath bewitched ſo great a part of the World, 
although his Alcaron contains ſuch a>ſurdities, which are r4- 
ther to be laught at then named, 

But uhat need you to trouble xs with ſuch like things, we being 
free from the one and the other. 

Weliving where and when errors do abound (for ive can- 
not all be 1n the truth holding contraries) it is very ne- 
ceflary, 

3. Mr, Paget names about x43, errors and herefies which 
lately ſprung up and ſhewed themſelves, not naming the 
Quakers, of whom there was no notice when he did write 
that Book, Among this ſwarm he names Papiſts, praying in 
an unknown tongue, holding Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, 
&c. Familiſts blaſphemoutly afirming they are Godihed 
with God, Anadaprtiſts aftirming Baptiſm to be the mark of 
the Beaſt, from Antichriſt, Antinomians teaching no Law, no 
ſorrow, ſuch an eaſe way to heaven, that many follow them 
(concerning whom Mr. B«xter ſaith, I do not fit down in 
an Antinomian conceit, that I have nothing to do but expreſs 


" 


my joy and thankfulneſs) Independents pretending to have 
a model of Government revealed to them 


better than all re- 
formed 
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formed Chnrches. Sabbatarians affirming the Jewiſh Sab- 
bath is to be kept. Anti-Sabhatarians teaching there is no 
Sabbath, every day being a Sabbath to Chriſtians. Thrackites 
obſerving many Jewiſh Ceremonies. Milenaries believing 
that Chriſt ſhall! reign a thonſand years on the earth, Soci- - 
nians teaching that Chriſt did not fſatishe for fins. Arriaxs 
denying Cahrilt's Deity, Soul-(leepers, Divorcers and others, 
He dedicates his Book to the Lord Major, and ſome chief 
- Citizens of London. He tells them that he had lived almoſt 
fifty years 1mongſt them, He commends their care againſt 
the infeCtion of the Plague ; he minds them that the plague 
of Hereſie is greater ; he ſhews hoy Antioch was conſumed, 
being a Nurſery of Hereticks ; how Nicomedia a meeting 
place for Arrians was ſwalloived np; how the Anabaptiſts 
m22ting 110 Conventiclesſurprized Munſter ; and hov hard- 
ly Amſterdam eſcaped them. Then he gives from Mr.Calwin, 
he from. St. Auguſtine notes of them: They are great boaſters 
of their on worch and ations, as Simon Megs and the 
Gn/ſticks. They are blownup with pride, which drives ſome 
to Rome, ſome to Amſterrd 11s. They are deceitful, landerers, 
Separatiſts, in this equalling thz Jeſuits. They are treache- 
rouſly ſeditious, not preaching peace, but diviſion. They 
have a ſheiy of auſterity and holineſs. Then he ſhews the 
end of his writing to be to give warning to well-meaning 
people to avoid errors, fore-warning themto this end to be- 
ware of private Conventicles, and to keep cloſe to the Mi- 
niſtry of the Word, and Communion of Sa:nts in the 
Church, 

?. Mr. Baxter ſaith, there are Devils abroad in the ſhape 
of Angels of light, and Wolves within, as ſheep withont. 

3. Mr. Fe in his faſt Sermon before the Houſe of 
Commons, March 10. 1646. ſaith, Are not the errors 
which are rife amongſt us, either by infeRting perſons of 
place and quality, grown into that boldneſs? or by carrying 
away Barn:bas allo crept into that credit? or by ſpreading 
far and wide riſen to that ſtrength ? that they do face, if not 
ſeem able to put into danger of routing oar common” ſeith, 
publick worſhip, authorized Miniſtry, long and much —_ 
pe 
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peRted & promiſed reformation. This to the common ene - 
my is the Cape of good Hope ; the ſound part are afraid left 
the truth ſhould come to veg for poor quarter, and be led 
captive, following th2 chariot of triamphing liberty. 

4+ Mr. Hodges in his falt Se:mon at the ſame time and 
place, ſaith, Ho:y ſad a (ight is4t to behold the ſpreading 
of this infeRion, the ſhoals that being perverted follow 
theſe pernicious wayes? to ſee hoy falt theſe tares thrive, 
this leaven ſpreads, this gangrene frets The Kingdom looks 
like a lazar fouſe or field fought in many places; by reaſon 
of this, how many are there of all ages inſnared by them > 
The hoary head that is ready to deſcend to the grave, and 
your hopeful ſpring that ſeemed to promiſe life and happineſs 
to the Church and State. And in his Epiſtle he ſaith, The 
Prince of flies hath raiſed ſuch ſwarms of flies in every cor- 
ner of our Land, that many of our Congregations and Fa- 
milies are miſerably fly-blown with herelie and corrupt 
tenets. Alſo in his Sermon he hath this paſſage. Did ever 
former ages prodace more hideous monſters than we havz 
riſen up amongſt us in this poor Ifland ? Are there not Aryi- 
ans, Who —V alen:iniins, who—Gneſticks, who—The Nazs- 
reaxs Opinions. The Corinthi.ins form, the Carpocyatians i- 
probity, and the Chriſtians profeſſion. + 

5. Mr. Bayly hath diſcovered and numbred ſwarms of 
errors and herefies amongſt us, and ſaith that the greateſt 
hazard of the Church this day comes from the evil of errors, 
iteating up the ſoul as a gangrene the body, and bringing 
deſtrudt;on. 

6. The Parliament which was 2646. were ſo ſenſible 
hereof, that they appointed a Faſt to be kept, Merch 16s for 
the ſapprefling and preventing of the growth and ſpreading 
of Hereſies and Blaſphemies, the forenamed Mr. /1#:: and 
Mr, Hodges preached before the Houſe of Commons, their 
Text in the Margent. 

7. Mr. Edz:rds hath Book after Book to this parpoſe, 
diſcovering the ſwarms of grols errors maintained in our 
times, to the number of above an hundred and ſeventy, He 
g ves as a Catalogue of their many blaſphemies, of ſtrange 
age 
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paſlages in their prayers, and then parallels then with the 
Dowatift; mn St, Angaſi ines time. The Donatiſts compliined 
of perſecution, ſo do theſe. The Donatfts were violent a- 
2ainſt thoſe who oppoſed their way, ſo are theſe. Donati: 
were great flatterers, extolling their parties for gifts and 
abilities, ſodo theſe. Donaifts ccndemned that in others, 
they practiſed themſelves, ſo do theſe. Donztiſts were un- 
willing to have their writings examined by judicious men, 
but kept them in the dark ; becauſe they cannot agree toge«- 
ther or amovglt themſelves, becauſe they know not how 
long they ſhall de of on2' mind, and hoy fur they ſhall go, 
becauſe they would not offend their own party, and becanſe 
they would not diſcover thezr owvn weakneſs, ſo theſe. The 
Don:tif; did much wrong to Authors, miſquoting them, ſo 
do theſe, 

He parallels them with Jeſuits, affirming that Separatiſts 
and Jeſuits agree ſo, that both ſend out emiſlaries to ſpread 
their errors ; both uſe pious frauds to propagate their cauſe, 
doth infinuate into gredt mens houſes, both are full of equi- . 
vocations, ſaying one thing, meaning another z. both are 
aQive, reſtleſs ſpirits, never. without plenty and fine de- 
figns ; both work by inſtruments unſuſpected, getting theic 
work done by othersz both. will run great hazards, being 
daring to efteR their ends. 

He parallels them with divers others, amongſt whom, 
with Ja/s4n the Apoſtate; as Jalian was a ſcofter of Chriſt, 
of Chriſtians, of Scriptures ; ſo ſome SeRaries of Chriſt, 
ſom2 of the Trinity, ſome of the Miniſtry , ſome of the 
O.dinances, J's in was a great enemy to learning, ſo theſe, 
He was a Patron of tolecatzion, which theſe ſeek for. 

Then he ſets down 28 of their evil pradtiſes, of which 
theſe are ſome. They aſcribe all good done, to be by their 
party. They call themſelyes the godly, and well affected. 
They pretend one thipg, and mind another. They ſtrive to 
have the Church without Miniſters. They would have no 
Charch Government, or if any with a toleration, Some of 
them put down all ſinging of Pſalms, and keep on their hats 
 atprayer. Some of them. pretend to muracles, viſions, re- 
velations, 


He was 
onc, 
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velations for. their way to confirm their Do&rines, When 
Books come out confuting them, they tell the people they 
are or ſhall be confuted, and »nſ{wered to delude the people. 
Some of them have (trangly abuſed Baptiſm, dreſſing a Cat, 
and in ſcorn and contempt of the Ordinance baptized it. 
When they print, they give their Books glorious titles, as 
Innocency and truth triumphing, The ſtorming of Anti- 
chriſt, &c. They will ſeem to be what they are not, until 
they have ſerved their tarn, waiting opportunity to make 
yoid all they ſeemed to grant. "They are reſtleſs to promote 
their cauſe, obſerving all tempers and humours. They deſ- 
perately judge of the eſtates and actions of all men who are 
not for them, unſainting them -as fallen' from grace. They 
walk more looſly andat large over what they did before they 
turned SeRaries, and in compariſon of Pregbyterians, doing 
many things under thz name of Chriſtian liberty, which 
Profeſſors formerly did not, nor durlt do; when they have 


 ſetto their hands to many things, they have defired to ſee 


the papers, and would not reſtore them. They upbraid 
Presbyterians for former conformity, as time-ſervers , to 
make people believe the Presbyterians are not conſcienci- 
ous, only rime-ſervers, whereas theſe were Conformilts, 
forward Epiſcopal men, thruſting others out, who would not 
be ſo, naming ſeven ; yea, ſome of the chief of them went 
further in conformity then Presdyterians, naming three. 
Thns ke. Although the words of theſe men ſhew avundant- 
ly'the ſwarming of errors, yet they forget that ſome of 
themſelves, and of their party were the parents of theſe ſpu- 
rious births, by oppoſing anddeſtroying the worſhip of God, 
and Government of the Church, which whilſt vigorous,did 
curb and ſuppreſs them with good ſucceſs, 

We livirg therefore when and where errors abound, I 
defireyou not totake it ill that I uſe mine endeavour, that 
neither you nor 1 may live or die in error, and as beloved 
brethren todefire you not to err, I am a'man therefore ſub- 
je to err, but ſuch a one who defire not to live 1 any er- 
ror, but erring to bz reformed. And fince you and I do err 
in ſomethings,being {0 contrary inour opinions, I will ſhe 

you 
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you my gronds, periwading me that I am in the right, and 
that it is you, not I that do err. And in dvuing this I aim 
at no mans prejudice. I ſhall ſhew no paſſion; although I 
have been chollerick and- paſſionate, yet I have been £5 
long a Scholar in Carifts School, as to know my ſelf, my 
duty, and not to be overſwayed by ſuch corruptions, I be- 
ſeech you therefore 1a meckneſs, in cool blood, as you ard 
I hall anſwer at the great day,the great Judge of the world, 
to-conlider conſcientzonfly a few tollowing particulars. 

The Firſt, 

I did and do think, 1 was and am ftill-perſivaded, that the 
taking up of arms lately amongſt us, as for King and Par- 
lament (but indeed againſt the-K'ng) was unlawful, and a 
rebellion to be repented of, As many others, 'ſu ſome of 
you did, 'and perhaps ſtill think otherwiſe, one of us muſt 
needs be guilty of a groſs and grievous error. I am conht- 
dent that I in this err not, fince as I judge, we may not take 
up arms againſt a lawful Soveraign, ſhould he be vile, wick- 
ed, unjaſt, an Idolater ; and that ours againſt whom arms 
were taken, was neither. My grounds are,1,The ſacredScri- 
ptures, which teach me char we muſt hold our rongues,much 
more our hands z yea, and that we muſt take heed to onr 
thoughts, and that they are not to be reſiſted, becauſe they 
are God's Ordinance ; and fo a refifting of them is a re- 
fiſting of God. 1 know they are called th2 Ordinance of 
manz and ſo they are ſubjeRively, rhe power being exe- 
cuted by man ; objeRtively, being about the ſociety of manz 
hoally, becauſe for tbe fingular good of many and inftru- 
mentally, they may be of man in places where- they are ele= 
Rive ; yet 18 the power Gods, originally they are of God, 
who appoints that ſome fhould govern, fome obey, and it 
;$tie Lord who maintains and upholds this Order. I know 
that ſome cavilling, are ready to ſay, As ſome ſach are 
200d» ſo ſome are bad; and are dad ones of God ? or how 
can dad ones be of God ? not confidering that God gives the 
Kingdom of heaven only to the good, but the Kingdoms of 
the earth to good and bad;and that the power of the bad is.of 


God, and to be vbeyed, although the abaſe of the power 
D where 
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where it is abuſed, is of themſelves, Their power therefore 
cauſally is from God, his Ordinance, they are Gods Mini. 
lters, and reſifters reft-Gods O:dinar:ces, fo him.. 

Alſo becauſe ſuch who refift are to receive greater loſs 
than of goods, than of life it ſelf, even damnation, 1 have 
ſeen ſome anſwers to Dr. Fearn. The reaſons of ſome to 
zaſtifie their taking up of arms, (I haye them by me)and the 
Anticaveliariſm to that pnrpoſe, being willing to ſee what 
could be ſaid ; and their Arguments to juſtifie their doingy, 
that L.might joyn, if the courſe was warrantable, But alas, 
I found much ſaid, little proved, fromScripture.The peoples 
reſcuing Fonathan is pleaded z whereas it is cleer that the 
people drew not into arms of themſelves, bnt at Sawls 
command; and by a loving zmportunity they did hinder 
the execution of a paſſionate unhawful command, Here no- 
thing 1s to de found but loyalty. Davids being againſt Sawl 


is to as little purpoſe. Dawd never refitted, he alwayes fled ' 


from. place to place,” he was never found fighting, reſiſting, 
nor hurting, no not when Sa«livas in his hands, Nor doth 
the Prophers wiſhing thoſe wich him to. hold che meſſenger, 
prove that Kings Officers, therefore themſelves may be re- 
fiſted 3. for it 1s one thing to hold a meſſenger faſt, another 
roſtrike, to ſlay. The holding 1s a delaying of the execu- 


- tion, the other ſhews contempt of the pawer. B't Eliſhaz 
| who knew of the meſlengerscoming knew alſo that the King 


a Chron. 
33. 5:66 


was ſorry for that command, and was coming to withſtand 
it, as the Texc expreſly hath it. He in ſo doing did the 
Kings will; as if he had ſaid, Hold him but a while, until 
the King come, who will have noſuch thing done. Beſides, 
it might be ſaid, that all the Kings of 7/rael, the ten Tribes, 
were themſelves bat rebels againſt the hauſe of David, We 


never read in Scripture that good people did take np arms 


22ainſt their Kingsy when bad as Saul, Afancſſes; nor that the 
Prophets ever perſwaded them againſt ſuch 5; and it ſhews 
heavy judgments againſt thoſe who haye rebelled againſt e- 
yen bad Kings, as Ammon and others, | 

2. My ſecond ground is this. Reſiſting of Kings is 4- 


gainſt the doRrine and practiſe of the primitive times, - 
» [4 ; 
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the ancient Fathers, Martyrs, and other holy men, untit 
of late the Jeſuits began to flouriſh, who turned Religion 
into policy 3 and ſome diſorderly reformers, as alſo cer- 
tain eminent of the Presbycerians, as Grotims, who wrote 
a Book de jure bell; & pacis, which did much hurt in theſe late 
times, but it is well anſwered in a Treatiſe, called, Odbſer- 
vations concern.ng the Original of Government; ſo few 
miſ{l:d,have defended(and weakly)refiſtance, that Dr, Ozex 
in his Herod and Pilate, could find but ewo Engl:th Divines 
leaning that way,when he wrote his Book,which is not long. 
And all along the primitive times, they were for obedi- 
ence, and againſt refiſtance, even 


of perſecuturs ; as Jnſtin Marty 
to eAmtonins the Emperor, Theo- 
phits, Biſhop of Antzoch, Atbena- 


gore in his Apology to Awrelims 


do-ſhew. Tertwllian 1n his Apolo- 


Sce for the Judgmenr of Antiquiry in 
this point, that excellenc Book of the Lord 
Primare of Ireland, Dr, #ſher, cntixuled, 
The power of the Prince, and obedience 
of Subje&s ; publiſhed with a learned 
Preface, by Dr, Sanderſon, late Biſhop of 


oy writes tothis purpoſe z In one Lincola, 

night with a few fire-brands we 

could be revenged, we want not number of men nor armsz 
yoar houſes, your Countreys are full of us; and we who 
take Martyrdom ſogladly, were we fewer, what were we 
not able to do, if it was more lawful by our Relig on to fliy 
than be ſlain ; yeay we could leave you, and ſo your places 
deſclate, and ſabjz& to enemies. To this purpoſe he. To 
this I will add. There was aLegion called the ThebanuLegion, 
conſiſting of 6666 valiant Chriſtian Soldiers, for refuſing to 
commit idolatry,every tenth man was executed. One Mane 
ritius taking the reſt aſide, encouraged them from Scripture 
to ſuffer, not to reſiſt ; they were decimated and ex2cuted 
the ſecond time : Then Exuperius taking into his hands the 
Enfigns of the Legion, ſaid, to theſe arms I provoke you 
not, but to ſuffer. And to the Emperor, We are thy Sol- 
diers, but Gods ſervants z we owe thee our imployment) 
to him our innocency ; we have our weapons, yet reſiſt 
not, being willing to die innocent , rather than to live 
Traitors, our weapons we caſt away; ſo they were all flain, 
not one reſiſting. And all our firict Divines, until our (ad 
| D 3 re- 


Judge 
Jenkins, 
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reſiſtance (Dr.Ozens two excepted )as Mr. Dod, on Com. 5; 
D:.'Tayler on Titus, Mr. Byfield.on Peter, Mr. Parre on Re. 
mans, and others were againfbreſiftance. 

3. My third ground. I found refiſtance to be againſt the 
Laws of our Nation, which tell us,- That co ſeize the Kings 
For.s and Magazines, is high Treaſon ; ſo to remove his 
Councellors by arms; likewiſe to levy War to alter Reli. 
gion ; to levy War to alter the Law; to connterfeit the 
great Seal ; to adhere to any State in the Kingdom, but the 
Kings Majeſty ; ſo to impriſon the King until he agree to 
demands : to impriſon the King, to deftrov him) and to de- 
poſe the King, by the Law are high Treaſons, : 

4+. A fourth thing which confirmed me, were the Wrie 
tings of ſome men, as Dr, Fearn, and Mr, Symons, who 
ſuffered loſs of what was dear to himz. rather than take n 
arms againſt the King, ſhewing twelve reaſons why he tur 
not joyn jn that way, The ſumin brief take thus, 1, Then 
he ſhould aſſiſt in many evils, 2. The way was not of God, 
3. It deſtroys the whole Law of .God, breaking all the ten 
Commandements, thewing how, every one particularly, 
4, It is inconfiltent with the Goſpel. 5. It contradicts the 
practiſe of Chriſtianity, 6. It 18 oppoſe to the calling 
of Miniſters. 7. It is contrary to common prudence to go 
in ſuſpected ways, $. Itdiflents from the Rules of Huma- 
nity, to fight againſt him who ſo long preſerved vs, - 9, It is 
ag4inſt nature it ſelf, to conſent to our own deftruction. 
Lo. Itis againſt ceaſon io go ina wav in-which all who are 
gone before us have pert(ſhed. 11. It 18 againſt our Oaths of 
Allegiance and Supremacy. 12. And it brings in and ſets 
up Popery, and Popiſh doctrine. For example, 1. The 
doctrine of reſiſting Kings is Popery.. 2. To place infalli- 
bility of judgment in man,as the Papifts in the Pope, Theſe 
in the Parliament. , 3. Papiſts believe ia thecreature, the 
Church. Theſe in- the Pacliament. 4. Papiſts- ſay faith is 
not to be kept with Hereticks. Theſe with Malignants. 
5. Papiſts believe it to be meritorious to die in their holy 
War, as they call it, Theſe believe the ſame of thoſe who 
dic for the cauſe. 6. Both conſent in the doctrines - > 3 
rauds- 
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frands. 7. Papiſts preſs the pr ts of "then, Theſe the 


Ordinances of Parliament, 8, Papiſts would have all to ſub- 
mit to the Pope. Theſe to the Parliament, 9. Both agree 
in violence and cruelty ; in his hearing (he ſaith) he heard 
one ſay, It was good to affilt the Parliament way z for if 
the King prevailed we ſhould find favour, if they prevail, 
we;ſhall hayz cruelty. 'Io. Both have the ſpirit of Anti- 
chriſt, cauſing men to deny the truth they had learned and 
profeſſed. 11, And in the point of defamation they are as 
dexterous as Papiſts, for _ a ſudden they can do that a- 
cainſt a godly Miniſter, wich the Devil in many years was 
not able to do, making him ſeem ſcandalous, ſo odious, 
Thus he, I know what 15 pleaded far reſiſtance, and taking 
up of armsz namely, 

If ſubjef; may not reſsſt, then they muſt olty unlanfu! commands 
contrary to Att. 5, 29. 

ARtive obedience is to be given to their lawful commands; 
Paſſive, when they command things unlawful : So we are 
alwayes to obey, by executing their will a&ively, or by 
ſubmitting to the puniſhment paſſively, If. an Emperor be a 
Nero or ( aligala, what warrant then to take up arms again(t 
ſuch a King agaiaſt whom envy it ſelf could not. faſten any 
aſperſions ? . 

They ſaid they tock not up arms againſt the King, but againſt 
bis evil (ouncellors, 

This is a new coyn'd Ciſtinionto cover the ugly face of 
rebellion, And it isa vain diſtinRion, for to oppoſe his 
Councellors 1s to vppoſe him. And it is certain-Gover- 
nours are not to be rehited. But why then were not theſe 
evil men named? why not demanded that they might be le- 
gally _ ? Why? The ſequel ſhew'dit was againſt the 
King himſelf, 

r, Jobn Blackleach in his endeavours, Printed 2650. 
juſtifieth F-bn Goodxin for juſtifying the murder of the King, 


. Pag. 53. andpag. 54. be athirms, that they did not take away 


the life of the King, but of one that had been King, and 
hoped ſo to have been again, And G, #. in his Keſp, Anglic. 
Pag- 32+ ſ2ith,, That the Parliament finding'him (the King) 
the 
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the evil Councellor, a ſettled and obſtinate Tyrant, And 
pag. 42. 'for a Parliament and State to call a Tyrant toaw 
acceunt, is notunlayyful, | 
Obj.3. That they did was in obedience to publick command, 

: Obedience isdue, and to be yielded to authority ; hut 
z Sam, 20. then the Authority muſt be lawful, not like Sheba's. And 
12, = thing commanded lawful, They had neither,who reſiſted 
the King, 


Odj. 4. Y ſubjeft; may wot refit, then it ſeems Kings may dowhat they 
will. 


Anſa, Shall we reje& the Word of God for ſeeming inconve- 
piences > God commands us to obey, and ſhall we pretend 
inconveniences? Beſides, Kings are not at ſuch liberty, but 
accountavle to God. And ſubjects have many remedies, ex- 
hortations, diflwaſives, and reproofs, by their Nathan to 
their Davids, prayer, flight. P 

- c Butif Kings command to worſhip Devils, ſhould we not reſiſt > 

Obj. 5. ſhould 4 her? F 4 W 

Anſw. Devil-worſhip was commanded by Emperors, yet Chriſti- 

1 Cor.10. ans took up no arms for the matter, they betook themſelves 

20. to prayers, and patient ſuffering, according to Scripture, 

oy $ But what if the Government is in danger by evil managing? 

Ob ; p We are enjoyned obedience upon a great penalty ; letus 

A ufo " mM obedience perform our part, and leave the ordering of all 

Rem.rz.g ©2 God z there coming many and greater inconveniences by 
taking liberty to refiſt, making inferiors to over-rule their 
ſuperiors, the ſubjeRs their Prince. Nor can there de great- 
er inconveniences in a family, or a Kingdom, than when 
there is no obedience but to what ſeems good in mens own 
eyes: Our Saviour ſhews what follows the dividing of a 

Mak 3-2! Kingdom againſt it ſelf. The ſelf of a Common-wealth is the 
Law thereof (the common ſurety between Governonr and 
governed.) The felf of a Kingdom is the Religion of a King» 
dom, The ſelf of Church is doArine and diſcipline,the one 
as the Corn, the other as the Hedge, which hke body and 
ſoul muſt not be djvided. Refiſting lawful Authority in law- 
ful things, makes ſuch diviſions, brings ſtrange inconveni- 
ences. I will conclude this;-propounding five things to your 
conſiderations. 1, That 
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rt. That the /aude God who commands children and ſer 
vants to obey in all things (which are lawful) their Parents 
and Maſters, commands ſabjeQts in all [ajvful things to obey 
Kings, if nor more, ſince ſuch mzy command both us and 
ours, both Parents and Children. An honſhold is a little 
Common-wealth ; and a Common-iwealth is a great houſ- 
hold. Governours of houſes may and dv expe obedience 
f:-om their inferiors ; ſo Magiſtrates from them, We are to 
do as we would be done by. 

2, That Chriſtian obedience doth greatly adorn the Goſ- Tic.z 5,'0 
pel of Chriſt z and by it ve do profeſs an acknowledgment 1 Per. 4 
of Gods Ordinance, | Ny 

3. That we have a great advantage by Government, by 
Governours, they are for our good ; whereas Anarchy © 
pens a windoiy to confuſion. Guyernment is for oar good 
natural, that or life and ſafety may be preſerved ; for our Mr. Pare. 
200d moral, that we may be brought from vice to vertne ; 
for —_ civil, that we may enjoy poſſeſſions, and that 
padlick honeſty may be defended; and tor our ſpiritual good, 
having God's worſhip eſtabliſhed, Some perhaps ſay good 
men are moleſted, But let ſach knowy, that goof] Magiſtrates 
—_—_ mens nouriſhers; bad are th2ir tryers, ſo for thzir 
go0d. And if any good men are puniſhed for good, it comes 
from the ahuſe of the power. However it js certain, Qbe- 
dience brings praiſe, 1s a doing of good, and is a good work 
in an high degree, Tit. 3, 1, 2. A3 if the Apoſtle ſhould ſay 
no good work can be expected from him, who obeyeth not 
the Rulers, diſobedience to ſach being an high breach of the 
ſecond Table, | 

4. That _ danger hangs over the heads of refiſters, 
A cruel meſſenger, calamity,ruiny damnation z not to obey Prov-17+. 
is refiſting, and fighting againſt God, The murmurings of | ——_ 
Iſrael againſt Moſes and Aaron were againft God, Exod. 16,8, 73: 
Meb-16. 11. And. 

$- That it is the brand and badge of filthy dreamers, and 
ppcating ſeducers to deſpiſe dominions, and to ſpeak evil 

dignities, 2 Pur, 2. 18, Jude 8. 

can ſhew you Books to incourage you in that way, but 
m: 


Rom. 13 o 


Rom13+3 


ObjeR. 


(26) 
in them all, not one convincing Scripture ; no Law'of the 
Land, nor praRtiſe of the Orthodox Chriſtians, who lived in 
the pureſt primitivetimes for all theſe are oppoſite to re- 
ſiſtance, If therefore in this any of you do ſtill err, con6- 
der what you have done; repent for the ſame, that God may 
pardon you, as the King hath done. And that men May not 
think or ſay, you would a& over the former Tragedy again 
had you but opporturuty, 
The ſecond. 

Inthe year of our Lord, 1661. Iprinted a littleBook cone 
taining three ſhort Treatiſes,one of the right ofKings,accor- 
ding to Scripture, A defence of Pſalm-finging, And an Eflay 
for orderly hearing; you have them-amongſt you, That Eflay 


' ſhews that I or ſome of you do greatly & grievouſly err;ſome 


in going elſewhere ordinarily to hear the Worg, having it 
reached at kome in your Church;or I inf6&ſhew; 

that thoſe who do ſo (and I think I do ſufhciently- prove it 
by ſo doing, are guilty of fin upon fin. As of fin againſt God 
three wayes : Againſt the Church, and Commonwealth, and 
Laws of both. Againſt their own Paſtor four wayes. Againſt 
the Miniſter they go to hear four wayes, - Againſt the day 
two wayes- Againſt their common exghbour two wayes, 
Againſt their Chriſtian brethren two wayes. . Againſt thoſe 
who dvellin laces where preaching 1 not two wayes.-A- 
gainſt themſelves four wayes. Againſt their families three 
wayes. And againſt the rules of Chriſtianity four wayes, 1 
beſeech you in cold blood to conſider, That things of - this , 
nature are not matters to be dallied with, If therefore 1 do 
not err, the doing of ſome of ycu is grolsly evil, and noto- 
riouſly finful, yau add and heap fin to Gn, ſubmit therefore 
to the truth maintained; Ard if your ſo well improved and 
rarely gifted teachers can confute thoſe reaſons,and ſo ſhew 
that I do exr, you ſhall find me willing to alter my judg- 
ment. | 

You perhaps think -and ſay 1 preach nnproficably, one of your 
FF 4, ceaief me formerly being thus : H. [4 pre«cbed ſo an- 
profitably, that three cy fourſcore of bis Pariſhioners kave been 
farced to go into the Crmmirey to kear athers, And he hath forced 


ſome 
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= rd yemo:we their habitation: becauſe they could not profit by Nor one. 


Thu your Article, And when a Committee-man told 
of y0us that I was efttemed by the Countrey 4 painful Pre icher, be 
was anſwered, To little pary' ſe. 

1, I confeſs I then bad preached unprofitably in regard 
of my ſelf, for by mears of my noakas te and praQtiſe, I 
loſt both goods and Living. 

2. In regard of your cauſe I alſo preached unprofitably, 
not furthering, but hindering of ic. This being another of 
your Articles. He hath diſſwaded thoſe who have been wil- 
ling to lend money, and to put in horſes, and to bear arms 
for King and Parliament, bringing in proofs..of Scripture, 
and urging the praftiſe of the primitive times,to pervert the 
judgment of his Hearers, and to perſwade them ratherto 
ſaffer than take up arms for the Parliament. 

3. If in reg1rd of ſanRification and ſalvation, the leſs 


Anſw, 


profitable my preaching was, the more is fy grief, and the | 
more your. in and ſhame, Either I and hundreds more did - 
then err in being of a contrary opinionzor you in ſo articling | 


then, or thinking ſo now,ſome abſenting themſelveswholly, 
ſome often. Had I preached only here , ſach words and 
doings would have made me afraid and aſhamed to come into 
a Pulpit. But before I came hither to dwell at firſt, I being 
accounted a Preacher both here and elſewhere, and after 
my fettling here adjudged ſo by many. and thoſe judicious, 
as their frequent coming hither, and to other places where I 
preached did ſhew, nntil our unhappy diviſions, But when I 
would not leave praying for Biſhops as defired, when 1 
would not freely contribute to War as requeſted, nor pay 
Taxes to foment War, as enjoyned ; when I refuſed to 
preach up Wars and fighting, and ſtir'd up people to pray 
for the peace of Jer»/alem, then, and not until then I was 
a0 unprofitable Preacher,unfit to preach, yea to live amongſt 
yon, and continue here. And bleſſed be God, and I heartily 
thank you for that kindneſs in driving me aiay, for had 1 
continued, your doings would have made me poor, yea 
more, tny life uncomfortable 3 and worſt-of all, my repu- 
tation wholly loſt, reporting me - Malignant, a Delinquent, 

one 
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one-rotten at the heart, a no, or an unprofitable Preacher, 
yea ſuch, that it was ſaid to a Parliament man, a friend, If 
your Worſhip kneiv him as well as we, you would not take 
his part- And in all places where I came in the troubles, 
even from ſach who were contrary Minded to me,and of your 
way and judgment, I found love to my ſelf, and ſuch liking 
ro my preaching ( the ſame Sermons I preached here) that I 
was importuned by many, to many places in City and Coun- 
trey- And ſuch approbation there was of my preaching, 
that I (and others in my condition) being ſilenced, the Par- 
lament Clergy, Committee, and ſome great ones of that 
way obtained for me freedom and lid?rty to preach, having 
foroorn but five weeks; yea ſuch approbation hath been 
givento my preaching, and to the profitableneſs of it, by 
multitudes of people, no whit ipferior to you, nor in no 
kind ; that I bleſs God I neither then feared, nor -now do 
fear to-.come into a Pulpit. 

4- If you err, thinking ſtill (as it ſeems you do) my 
preaching to be -unprofhtadle, I delire you to ſee whether 
thefaultis 3n my preaching, or in your ſelyes. I hope you 
will acknowledge /ſaiab to be a profitable Preacher ; his 
Hearers it appears did not, he complaining,/#hv bath believed 
or report ? You have I believe the ſame thoughts of Feremiab 
and Ezek e! ; their hearers had nor, Jeremiab's telling him he 
preached falſely, and that they would not do according to 
what h2 had ſpoken. And Ee2kiels not at all edifying by hum, 
although they delighted to hear him. Surely your will yield 
Chriſt to be a profitable Preacher, yet many of his Hearers 
ſo far from judging ſo, that they wholly left him ; yea, {0 
many, that he ſaid to ſome of his followers, ill you alſo go 
away? Was the fault in the Preacher, or in the {orsntbiang, 
when one vas for Paal, another for Apollo, another for Ce- 
phas ? Was the blame in the Preacher or Hearers, when 
they would not endure ſound doctrine, but after their own 
laſts did heap to themſelves Teachers having itching ears, 
eurning away their ears from-the truth, being turned to Fa- 
bles > Was the fault in Manna (that heavenly food) or an 
the men ( a murmuring generation) when at was _— 

et 
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Let people hear without prejudice, with better affeRione, 


and more preparatien, and then ſee if the Word is unpro- 
fitadle. 

gs. But if the many hundreds (2s well as I) who by word 
and hand have approved of me, and of my preaching as not 
unprofitable, if we all doerr, that I am ſo unprofitable at 
Bronghton (1 deſiring your good and profiting) I can Ged 
permitting me, and perhaps will make tryal \hether ſome 
other can profit you, being aſſured that I can preach in many 
places where my preaching will be eſteemed acceptable 
and profitable, 

6, But take heed to your ſelves ; for if we be but the (a- 
your of death, ie do our Maſters work, we do what we are 
ſent for. And if we cannot give our account with joy, but 
with grief, I am ſure that will be unprofitable to you. I had 
thoughts not once to mention ſuch things, not to ſhew one 
diſliking word or look to ſuch who endeayoured to ruin me 
and mine; but to prevent greater inconveniences into 
which I ſee ſome running, imitating St, Pal writing to the 
Corinttians, 1 play the fool in his ſenſe, 

The Third. 

A third particular in which you and I much differ, is abont 
perſecution, concerning which, you or I do greatly err;ſome 
of you complaining of perſecution, and one of your Arti- 
cles againſt me being thus. He hath been and ſtill is an ene- 
my to all thoſe that profeſs the power of godlineſs in his 
Pariſh, and hath perſecuted them as far as petfibly he could, 
and eſtranged himſelf from the ſociety of all the faithful and 
godly Miniſters about us, and upon all occafions would give 
reproachful ſpeeches againſt them, Thus your Article. And 
I think I was perſecuted, and by ſome of you ; and as for 
your ſelves, you yet never kne'y waat it meant. That you or 
I may come out of this error, letus firſt ſee what perſecu- 
010N 18. 

Perſecution is more than affliction 3 many afliions have 
no perſecutions in them, but every a& of perſecution hath 
many aMiiRtions in it, AfiiRions may ariſe from irrational, 
yea from inanimate creatures ; perſecution is the a&t of a 
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baſe back blowsz IF you knew Kiln as ye do, &c. the manner 


* following (not full three weeks} tte loſs of. my —_ the 
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rational creature, reaſon abuſed or clouded being the-ſprir 

of perſecution. One wicked man may vex or aMii& noe 
todeath, bnt none are ſaid to be perſecuted but the good; 
evil men are puniſhed, good men perſecuted. And if an evil 
man is perſecuted, it is becauſe he makes ſhew or profeſſign 
of goodneſs, Perſecution in a large ſenſe ſignifies totrou- 
ble ; ftcictly.raken it is the actual oppoſition of any man for 
the cauſe of God, for righteouſneſs ſake, proceeding from 
an enemy like zeal againſt his perſon or peace; it is men- 
tal, when the ſpirit of may riſeth up .and oppoſeth another ; 
verbal,vhen men give hard words and uncharitablec 
and real, mentioned Mat. 10. 18. To do thus, or to perſe- 
cute 1% exceeding Gnful, it oppoſing another for doing of 
good, for holding the truth ; yea, it is ſuch a fins to.peale- 
cute Chriſt» And a perſecutor is a great offendor, yea one 
of the greateſt {inners, Pas! confefleth h.mſelf to have 
been a chief oftendor, becauſe a great perſecutor. As it is 
one of the higheſt acts of graces to be perſecuted, ſo it is 
ane of the higheſt acts of wickedneſs to perſecute, it oppo- 
fpg Chriſt. See therefore whether you or I were perſe- 
cutors, or perſecuted; it being a matter of great concern- 
ment, evenof ſalvation. I think and affirm that I was per- 
ſecuted, which I prove from what I ſuftered, from the man- 
ner how, and the cauſe why. See what I ſaffered, the loſs of 
four loads of goods, of adove ſeventy ſheep, twelve ſwine, 
and (x kine driven away at one time. And Ang aft the fourth 


oift of it to another, bearing date that day , although the 
place was ſupplyed by my care, until theuncivil and unchri- 
{tian carriage of ſome of you forced forbearance. I loſt my 
reputation ſo far as credit would be given to malicious and 
falſe reports and accuſations, of deing a Malignant,.an ene- 
my to the cauſe, of God, yea ſuch a one that all the godly in 
Broughton refuſed to hear my preaching, and went to 
Northampton (ome ſaying nothing) only to make number, 
and ſo to make me more noted for a vile perſon ; and when 
fome have ſeemed to compaſſionate my condition, then ſuch 


there« . 
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therefore with all the diſgrace and violence that could be. 
And why all this > for what cauſe ? I could tell you: what 
ſome ſaid ; I might be quiet if I would do as you did. I 


' could tell you what ſome of your great ones ſaid z I ſhould 


be quiet f I would take the Covenant, But 1 neither durſt 
do as you did, nor take the Covenant, I had taken the Oaths 
of Allegiance and Supremacy (and ſo had many of your 
leading men) I ſaiy the Word of God, the Laws of the Land, 
2nd the practiſe of the primitive Church againſt yon, which 
made me more willing to ſufter than fn, my ſufferings be- 
ing fcr righteouſneſs ſake, for doing my duty, Iam bold 
toſay, and conclude it was I who was perſecuted, and ſome 
of you were perſecutors, 
But abat can I ſay to your Arncle? 


Your own conſciences can tell you, that there is not the An/w. 


leaſt truth in it 3 that it is a fardle forced, full of falſhoods, 
ſtufe almoſt with as many groſs lyes as words, and thoſe as 
falſe as ever came from hell, You know in thoſe dayes I was 
moſt intimate with ſuch, who were ſaid to be perſecuted ; 
you know that before I was forced away, I never moleſted 
man, woman or child to the yalue of a farthing 5 ſurely, 
then no perſecutor notwithſtanding that lying Article. And 
ſince my return I complained of one for not coming to the 


Communion, but proſecuted it not; and if I had, it coald 


de no perſecution, deing for diſobedience; and for to reform, 
Another for tryal of right 3 both which I may do again, and 
de no perſecutor. As for your being perſecated, I as yet ne- 
ver knew nor heard that any of you was moleſted, —_ 
ſome of you have even dared authority to nſe ſeverity by 
your raſh indiſcretion, 

The Fourth. 

Perbazs you will ſay you are threatned for ſuch and ſucb Meet- 
ings; 4nd 1s mot this perſecution of goed men ? 

I. Surely if one 1$ threamd 
not much. = - 

2, But ſuppoſe from threatning it proceeds to acting, 
ſo that you __ baniſhed z then —_ will do wiſely to cook. 
der, whether the, cauſe of ſuffering<will make zt perſecu- 

| tion, 


and no more, that afflits eAnjn, 
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tion. He who is perſecuted. takes up Chriſts Croſs and fof- 
lows him, he ſufters not as an evil doer. Itis ſaſd topull up- 
on our ſelyes-ſelf-created Crofles. It is ſafd to bear the 
Croſs, and not follow Chriſt. If our Crofs 1s Chriſts, we 
then ſuffer for the ſame cauſe to bear witneſs to the truth. 
In the ſame manner patiently, charitably, thankfully, and 
for the ſame end as Chriſt to take away fin, ſowe to farther 
mortification , and be ſtir'd to repentance. How loudly 
do the. Papiſts cry out of perſecution when they are puniſh- 
ed, and do you think jultly> How do the Quakers glory 
much of their perſecution for Chriſt > yea, and the Dona» 
tilts, and Priſcilzanift; of old have defended their Hereſfies to 
death, which they counted Martyrdom and Perſecution ; 
yea, the moſt of men moleſted for their opinions do the like, 
all thinking they ſuffer for Chriſt, for righteouſneſs ſake, 
and ſo conclude they are perſecuted. It 15 good when we 
ſuffer to ſee for what it is that we ſuffer; and ſo ſhould it 
be as you fear or fancy for your Meetings. Then conſider 
ſeriouſly and conſcionably, whether in ſo doing you do well 
or ill, ornot well; Authority languiſheth where it is not 
feared. But if you do well, fear po perſecution, Scripture 
aſſuring us that Rulers are not a terror to good works, (that 
is, works, the effe& for the cauſe) but to evil works. To un- 
derſtand what: are good or evil works, we areto know that 
works are ſo Theologically taken; ſo a good work is that 
which is done of faith, and of a ſincere mind, for the glory 
of God it is ill whennot done ſo. The Magiſtrate cannot 
judge of theſe, becauſe they are inward; but of good or 
evil civilly ſo,which are according to or contrary to theLawv 
divine, humane, poſitive, municipal of Kingdoms,Cities and 
Corporations, whereby theneceflary diſcipilne of everyState 
is eſtabliſhed. Of theſe he judgeth, Wilt thou not be afraid, 
do good ; namely, obey and refiſt not, He. doth not mean 
the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, for that was then hated ; but 
ſuch good which was ſo in the-judgment of the Heathen, a 
civil, honeſt converſation agreeable to the Las cf the State 
wherein they lived. Then he is the Miniſter .of God, for 
ſuch mens good» But zf thou do evil, ver.4.” namely, moral 

| or 
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or civil evil, contrary to the Decalogue or poſitive Law of 
the place were thou liveſt, fear ; for he beareth not the 
ſword in vain, fince we mult be ſubjeR, and their Laws obey- 
ed, not only for wrath. x. Of God iyho is angry with ſuch 
who reſiſt Authority, 2. But alſo of the Magilirate whom 
we provoke by diſobedience juſtly to puniſh $ but alſo for 
conſcience ſake ; namely, conſcience of our brother, it be- 
ing an offence to a peaceadle and loyal ſubje& to ſee any to 
take liberty to break the Laivs of the Magiſtrates z as of our 
ſelves, leſt ive wound our own conſciences, every ſoul being 
boand in conſcience to obey his lawfal Magiſtrates; every 
part of Gods Lay binds conſcience. And-to'obey Magi- 
ftrat2s is part of Gods Laiv, As we ate to" render” to/all .. 
theirs, ſo to Ceſar his due; to Caſir the things which are Ce-" 
ſar;, Well, what ſaith the Magiſtrate what ſaith the Lay 3 M2222 
Do they allow of your Meetings? Giv2 me leave to tell 
you ho-v St. Augwtine commends a Law Imperial made a- 
eainſt thn? Denarifts, and Schiſmaticks m, his, time,' which 
was, That they who ſeparated from the Church, .andhad IFJ- 
yateConventicles;ſhould bepuniſhed with pecuniary — 1 | 
their Leaders with daniſhment, the place wherein they mer 
to be forfeitedto tae Emperor z they ſhould haye no power 
to deſto'y their own Goods by will; nor enjoy. any Legacy 
bequeathed to them, Hi: * 

But yiu perhaps n!l ſay, If there is any. Law againſt ſuch Ovject. 
Meetings, it is not geed, 

1. Will not Papiſts, Quakers, and who not, objeRt the Anſ. 
ſame of Laws made againſt them 2 | 

2. Is it tollerable that a Statute made upon long delibe- 

ration, by ſo many wiſe men, and ſuch in Authority, ſhould 
de diſclaimed for the private opinions of ſome novel Divines 
2nd unletter'd perſons ? 

«3, We ſhould be modeſt, and not think our ſelves wiſer 
than we are, Rom. 1 2+ 3. 

4+ Agood ſubjeR examines not what is beſt, ,but what is 
commanded, and ſubmits to it, it being lawfhl, 

5. If in making Laws every mans fincy was to be regard- 
ed, there would be no end nor order, 


6, If 


Prov. 2 4. 
ZI, 
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6. If men doubt of the lawfulneſs of things comfitanded, 
ſet them go for reſolution to ſuch who are peaceable, and 


' not conſult in matters of obedience with ſuch who refuſe 


to obey, 

7. In matters doubtſul follow the ſafe Rule, - hold' that 
which is certain, leave that which is uncertain ; leave rea- 
ſoning, and obey the Magiſtrate that 'is certain. It is or . 


duty, | 
z Hear reverend Dr, Sib;: who ſaith, The Laws urider 
which we live ace particular determinations of the Lav of 
God, therefore ought to be a Rule 


$ib's ſouls confli, Edition' firſt, = unto us ſo far as they reach, al- 
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later les the _ though it be too narrow a Rule to 


ſo that whar he ſpeaks in general, they re» 
ſtrain r0 fome”* things of the ' ſecond guid 


be good, only ſo far as mans Law 
toz yet love being the 
joynt ſon and conſent of many 
men, for publique good hath an 
' uſefulguidance of ations that fall under the ſathe, where it 


' daſheth not againſt God's Law ;z what is agreeable to Lav, 


'Is y__ to conſcience, 
/ any of you ſay, 4s ſome do, eAuthority will not ſatit ſon's, 
ive me leave to tell them, That the Religious come 
mands of Authority, ſuch as of David, Jeheſapbar, Fojiab, 
Hezehjab, for the keeping of the Paſſeover, and order in the 
'ſervice of God; ſuch as of our Kings and Governours for 
the obſervation of the Lord's day, for the hearing and 
preaching of the Word, with other ſuch, did and doth ſave 
ſouls, and far more than your Meetings z yea, ſo much asa 
'thing well and legally done, furthers it more than a thing 
done illegally and difobedientiy. Beſides, if all which is 
taught in your private Meetings is good and warrantabley 
yet it 1s ſo far from converting, that it peryerts tmany ſouls, 
cauſing them to judge amiſs of wholſom Laws and good Go-" 
vernment, cauſing them to ſlight the Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel,whom they are to hear and obey, making rents and divifi» 
ons in the Church, hardning Papiſts& profane people in their 
-unwarrantable ways, and making many well- minded p_ 
at aſtand, not knowing what todo, And as it is certain /» 
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the commands of ſuch who are in Authority over ts, coh- 
cerning nfftters of Religion, tend to the converſion andedi- 
fication of men z ſo it is without all doubt, that diſobedience 
to their lawful 'commands, in lawtul things, tends to the 
damnation of ſouls, ; 

I will thew ſubmit to che pani/hment inflifted according to Law, 

But what if that is not ſathcient in point of conſcience ? 
for Laws made of things jult and profitable for hamane ſo- 
cieties, intend the ſubjects obedience in doing them, and 
are confirmed with a double bond z the wrath of the Magi- 
ſtrate, and conſcience towards God ; by undergoing the pu- 
niſhment, the injury-done to man is ſatished z but by reflt- 
ing the Magiſtrate in intention, and breaking a profitable 
Law, a man remains under the pollutionof fin before God, 
from whom none can diſcharge. 

The Law enjoyns publick Worſhip, and forbids ſuch pri- 
vate Meetings ; you negle> the publick Worſhip, and extol 
your private Meetings as the ohly wayz you condemn the 
Law as unjuſt, and commend yonr ſo doing as good; whereas 
the Laiy tending to ſettle, preſerve and unity, peace, 
order and concord, muſt needs be good. being ſo, con- 
kder whether ſuch Meetings can be ſo. 

z. Confronting and diſobeying lawful Authority. 

2+ Caſting dirt and diſgrace upon the face and form of 
Government, p—— it perſecuting and tyrannical, 
compelling ſuch good people as you would be accounted, to 
creep into Barns and Houſes, as if you wanted the truth 
publickly ta» ght in our publick Meetings. 

. 3. Doyon not inſodoing, condemn'our Church as falſe, 
if not Antichciſtian ? 

4- Do you not condemn all the allowed Clergy, as un- 
profitable and naught ? 

5. Do you not negle& and draiv others to negle& the 
publick Ordinances of Chriſt? 

6. Doyou not cauſe people to ſlight their Teachers, and 
to queſtion whether there be ſuch a thivg as Rz:ligton, and (0 
to'turn Atheiſts? 

7. Do you not hereby cauſe mA to think our Laivs = 
at 
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but ſcare-crows, and eur Law-makers'to be fuch men whe 
regard not what they do, ſo to undervalue: the one and 
other ? 

8, Do yon not encourage your Teachers to do that they 
have no warrant todo from God or man? For what warrant 
have they to exerciſe the Miniſterial funRion, fince the ſame 
Authority which enabled them to, diſinables them from 
preaching. It is the Law which inables us to, and allows ug 
where, and when to preach ; which Laiv hath power to diſ- 
inable alſo, To this end ſee the judgment of the old Non- 
conformilts, in a Book put forth by Mr. william Rathband, 
in which they prove againſt Rp that the Charch of 
England 18 a true Church, and that ſeparation frum it is ur« 
lawful. Amongſt many other things they anſwer the Sepa- 
ratiſts objeRing againlt them, their yielding to ſuſpenfions 
and deprivations, thus, That ſo long as the Biſhops ſuſpend 
and deprive, according to the-Lawy of the Land, we account 
of the ation herein, a$-ok the -a& of the Church, which 
we may and ought tg reverence and yield unto; if they do 
otherwiſe, we haveliberty given us. by the ſame Laiy to'ap- 
peal from them. -: , 

If it be ſaid that the (hwreb us not to be obeyed when it ſuſpends 
and deprive us fir ſuc canſes, 48 ne in our conſciences know t0 
be inſufficient, 

We anſwer (ſay they.) That it lyeth in them to depoſe that 
may ordain, and they may ſhut that may open ; and that as 
he may with a good conſcience execute a Miniſtry by the or- 
dination ard calling of the Church, who is privy to himſelf 
of ſome unfitneſs, if the Charch will preſshim to its ſo 
may he who is. privy to himſelf of no fault that deſerveth 
deprivation, ceaſe from the execution of his Miniſtery, 
when he is preſſed thereunto by the Church, And if a guilt- 
leſs perfon put out of his charge by the Churches anthority 
may yet continue in it, what proceeding can there be againlt 
guilty perſons, who in their own conceats are alyayes guilt- 
leſs, or will at leaſt pretend ſo to be, ſeeing they alſo will 
be ready alwayes to objeR againſt the Churches judgment, 
that they are called of God, and may not therefore give 

over 
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oyer the execution of their Miniſtry at the will of man; 
Ando the ſpeech of the Apoſtles objefied, AR. 4. 19, 20- 

They ſhew it is moſt unskilfully alledged, there be'ng 
three difterences between their caſe and the Apoſtles. 

1. They who inhibited the Apoſtles were known and 
profefied enemies to the Goſpel, 

3. The Apoſtles were charged not to teach inthe name 
of Chriſt, nor topubliſh any part of the Doctrine of thz 
Goſpel 3 which commandement might be more hardly 
yielded unto than this : Our Biſhops are not only content 
chat the Goſpel ſhould be preached, but are alſo Preachers 
of it themſelves. | 

3. The Apoſtles received not their calling and authority 
from men, nor by the hands of men, but immedjately from 
God himſelf, and therefore alſo might not be reſtrained or 
depoſed by men—Whereas we, although we exerciſe a fun- 
Ron whereof God is the Author, and we alſo called of 
God toit; yet are we called and ordained by the hands and 
Miniſtry of men, and may therefore by man he alſo depoſed 
and reſtrained from the exerciſe of our Miniſtry, Thus 
they. See alſo Mr, Bal: tryal of the grounds of ſeparation, a 
ſolid work, 

9. Do not ſuch Meetings aſperſe all the penal Laws of 
the Land, andthe judicial proceedings whick have be:n ſince 
the Reformation, againſt Papiſts, Prieſts and Jeſuits, or any 
other juſtly ſuffering for their Religion as a&s of higheſt in- 
juſtice ? 

Io. Do they not endeavour the rending and crumbliog 
oar Church to nothing ? 

11, Aretheynot a means to fill the Kingdom full of fa- 
ctions and tumults ? 

12. Yea» and are they not againſt your ſo much cryed 
' up Covenant, which was to bring the Church of God in the 
three Kingdoms to the neereſt uniformity in Religion ; 
whereas you by this doing, go about to divide and ſubduvide, 
not being ignorant what fruits our Saviour ſhews to come 
from divifion; ſaying, A Kingdow divided againſt it ſelf (p0- 
litical, good: Laws and conſtitutions, Eccleſiaſtical, oo 
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Qrine and diſcipline) brings deſolation, probably, and very 
often. Loak but to the Church of (inch, what deſolati. 
ons} Their preaching an empty thing, when onefor this,an- 
ther for that. Their Communions became deſolate, and by 
ſuch means and doings St. P.:xl became. their enemy , who 
eave them their very being an faith, and was their ſpiritual 
father- And whatdeſolation ſuch diviſions bring with us, is 
evident ; what caſting off your Preachers, their old pre- 
cepts, and your old practiſes,until at length.ſome grow from 
ſomething to. nothing. Is it nog ſo. when, fome noted for 
parts and piety long hnce, a long time talk ſo Atheiſticall 
as to profeſs a readineſs to hear the one and the other, wit 
a reſolution to believe neither, the on2 preacking againſt the 
other ; and that there was never any ſound preaching fince 
Chriſt's time. Are theſe good fruits? and would not ſuch 
have objeRed the ſame againſt the Prophets, Apoliles, and 
Chriſt himſelf ? falſe Prophets and Apoſtles preaching a- 
ainſt the true, Chriſt preaching againſt the Scribes and 
hariſees, and they affirming him to be a deceiyer ? And I 
dare maintain that what they preach contrary to what we 
pooged in publick (if they do) to be contrary to ſound do- 
rine. 

You ſay you do netbing but what i good, you ſet wen the great 
doing, and little doors, not caring #bo ſees, who beareth you. 

x, Admit that. what 4s preached is good, yet it is not 
well donez good things ſhould be well done, according to 
rule and order. 

2. The Tree is known by the fruits, and by your ſach 
Meetings, we ſec the publick Ordinances (lighted, negleRt- 
ed, contemned, 

3. I cannot accuſewhat is delivered in your Meetings ; 
but if it.is contrary to what we preach in publick, it is not 

ood doQtine. . And let me tell you, that Fobn of Leyden in- 
fiſed his dangerous opinions in private Meetings z and how 
6ur Mc. Thrash in publick preached ſound truths, but in his 
private Meetings, he did indutrinate his followers with his 
pernicious principles, | 
They who preach to us in private Mectings, are pious men, the 
other are profane, viciour, Kadates, 1,1f 
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1: If this betrue that ſome of us are ſachs we are ſorry 
for it 3 yea, ſuch we will not juſtifie (ind when was it other- 
wiſe 2) nor is all done by the other juſtifiable, 

2. There are more fins than ſwearing and drunkenneſs ; 
who can forget the ſiyarms of (ins in oar late Tragedies ? and 
who were actors of many of them in it? 

3- For the preſent. Are not deſpiſing of Authority, diſ- 
obedience to wholſom Laws, fins? from which are theſe 
men free ? - 

4. Bleſſed be God, although we all are proclaimed to be 
profane and naught ; yet there are very many as free from 
idleneſs, drunkenneſs, ſwearing, aad ſuch like vices, and as 
painful, pious, charitable, and inoftenhive as the ſtricteſt in 
your commanded company. 

5. But to be plain with you; All profeſſions whilſt kept 
under, it is-their intere(t to be orderly; but when theſe 
men of late had theic liberty, we are able to prove the pro- 
fare exceſſes of ſome of them, even to pablick ſcandal, by 
Epicuriſm , intemperance . and uncleanneſsz to ſay -no 
more, 

For my part I cagnot think, but that the reſpect ſuch who 
are in Authority bear to themſelves ; their care to haye their 
Laws and Religion upholden, their obedient Clergy not vi- 
lified, and people kept from Atheiſm and rebellion, will 
awaken them in times ſtrictly and by ſeverity, to do that 
which their clemency will notdo. You cry out much againſt 
Popery, yet your doings endeavonr to bring it in, and ſetit 
up; it iga Jeſuitical plot to ſow divifion amongſt us, to 
make our Religion odious, and that they may fiſh in trou- 
bled waters, .From a good Author I wall tel] you: a ſtory, 
which is this. Before our troub!es, one Meridithy an ancient 
and learned Jeſuit, told one. reconciled to the Church of 
Rome, that in England they had deen long and induſtrious a- 
bout the work of converhton, but it went on ſlowly,. and ſo 
would do, until they took a wiſer courſe. Two things there 
were that muſt be done, before they ſhould bring their bu- 
fineſs to a full effectz they muſt firſt find a way to remove 
the Biſhops and Muuſters, in whoſe rooms they muſt bring 
it 
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it ſo about, that all ſhould have liberty to preach. ' 
condly, they mult get down = DE 
and ſuffer every man to uſe what prayer he lift. (And we 
cannot but remember how far they effeRed this in our (44 
rroudles., Befides, if you expe ſuch priviledge, why may 
not they expect the ſame ? They being Chriſtians, they be. 
ang ſabyects, they and ſome of you being Recuſants 5 why 
not they their Maſs, as ell as you your Meetings? 

Why ? T hoſe you heay tn Jour Meetings have rare pifts,they are 
pious 4nd precions men. E 

I envy a9 mans gifts, but bleſs God for other mens parts 
and piety. 

2. Compariſons are odiovs, otherwiſe we could ſay as 
St, Pal of the falſe Apoltles 1n-his time ; Are they thug, 
and (0? ſo are we, 

3, The forbidden fruic without doubt was excellent, yet 
it had beengood for our firſt Parents to have contented 
themſelves with their allowed Trees and fruits,” Many mens 
Wives and Diet come ſhort of other mens, yet it 1s fit 
their own ſhould content them. 

4. Bleſſed be God your allowance is large,yon may hear 
every week three Sermons in an approved way, and none 
of them to be cantemned. 

And as for Popiſh Prieſts, do you not think they will ſay 
for their Pciefts and Jeſuits, the ſame that you do- for your 
Preachers; you ſay yours are rarely gifred men , great 
Scholars, pious, painful, and what you will more. They will 
not conform to the Book of Common-prayer, nor obſerve 
the Orders appointed by the Church of England, they will 
not aflentand cenſent. They can and will tay the ſame of 
theirs. If you ſay yours will take no Livings; they can fay 
the ſame, and add; not Wives neither, If you ſay that yours 
live by providence, going abone to do good, they can ſay 
theirs have no ſetled abiding but are ſometimes here and 
there to promote and ſpread the Catholick ca!fe, and are 
maintained by the peoples bounty, 

We acknowledge that we and Papifts are Chriſtians, 


agreeing in many things; for we and they acknowledge 
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anity 1N Trinity z bur we with them acknowledge no Queen 


" ofheaven to pray unto. We and they acknowledge the Scrip- 


tires to be the Word of God z but we with them make not 
the Apocrypha Canonical. We with them make the Word 
of God the ground of faith 3 but we. with them: make not 
uawritten traditions of equal authoyey, We and they a- 
oree.in admitting doEcrinal craditions agreeing with Scrip- 
tire, or thence dedaced ;* yea, ricuzbfor order and decen- 
cy left to the diſpofitzan of the Church, although bur of 
poſitive and humane right, they not being childiſh, nor ac- 
counted parts of God's Worthip 3 nor with opinion of me- 
ric, nor burdenſom for multitude : Bac we with them he- 
lieve not craditions obtruded as Articles of Retigion, 
orounds of faith, and parts of God's Worthip, they nor be- 
10g deduced from Scripture by inference, nor exprefly 
commanded, ſuch we rezect, We and they receive and be- 
lieve the three Creeds; bur we with them receive not the 
Creed of Trent. We and they delieve the true God is ro he 
worſhipped in Spirit and truch ; we with thembelieye'not 
thathe is to be worſhipped by Images. We and they be- 
lieve thac weace to pray with fervency and fincerity ; 'buc 
we with them pray not in an unknown torgue. We and 
theypray:to God ;z bue we with them do not pray to Saints 
and Angelg. "We and they acknowledge Chrift to be our 
Mediator of redemption and intercelthhon ; bur we with 
them do not at all rely upon the incercefſron and merits of 
Saints and Angels. We and they do honour Saints depart- 
ed; but we with them do not worſhip them. We and they 
dourge to good works; WE as necef{ary effects of juſtify- 
ing grace, they as cauſes z we as the way wherein we muſt 
walk unto, they asthe meritorious cafe of eternal felicity. 
We witi them believe two Sacraments ;z but we with chem 
believe not ſeven. We and they believe a real preſence, 
ſoin the Sacrament, that the worthy Communicant really 
partakes of Chrift's body and blood ſpyritnally ; but we with 
them do not believe that the dread 1s tranſubſtantiated into 
the body and blood of Chrift ; fo that dogs and mice may 
eat it. We and they belieye there 1s an heayen and _ 5 
at 
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but we-wuih them delieve not Purgatory. Chriſtiang there- 
fore they are. 

But they are Idolaters. 

1, Andthey fay we 2ce Hereticksand Schiſmaticks.Say- 
ing only proves no:hing. 

2. Call them Idolaters (T think they are {v) and what 
you pleaſe; yet I am ſuce 2s in many things you differ 
from them. : for whereas they make ſeven Sacraments, ſome 
of you will not make uſe. of two, They aſcribe too mnch 
to Sacraments, yo't too !ittle. They keep too many holy- 
dayes, ſome of you keep none. They are blamed for ſaying 
the Lords prayer tov often, ſome of you for not at all. So, 
in ſome things you agree, namely, in Sepatfation and Recu- 
ſancy. They foriake our Church as Heretical, ſome of you 
as Antichriſtian,I fear,fince you are come to ſay our Church 
and yours, 

Say we nat right, that your Church is Antichriſtian, ſince your 
Common=pr ajer-Book is Popery ? taken out of the Maſi-Beuk ? 
how can we then abide it > may we mot juſtly leave it, and for it 
your Aſſemblies ? 

x. Take heed what you ſay, the firſt offence is an hundred 
marks ; the ſecond four hundred marks, and impriſonment; 
the third is loſs of alla mans ode, end pation 
ing life. Laws which ſ1:ep a while may be awakened. 

2. Bit what one word or ſyllable is in jt ſayouring of 
Popery? Is there any praying to Saints ? for the deid ? 1s 
there any allowance of fnerits? of Purgatory ? name any 
one point of .Popery it you can. 

3. Whereas you ſay it was taken out of the Maſs-Baok 
who told you ſo ? did you or they ever ſee the Maſs-Book? 
do youor they know what it is ? But aImit it 18 taken ont 
of 1t, and-thac th? Maſs-Bovuk is bad, as it is ; Is it the 
worſe? Is gold refined from droſs, wheat cleanſed from 
chaff, at all the worſe ſor th? droſs and chaff? As for the 
Maſs, I abhor it, as injurious to che Prieſthood of Chriſt, 
to the ſacrifice or death of Chriſt, as an hindrance to an 
holy lite, and n—_ ro Gods will, and therefore I am far 
from defending it. The word ifs or Maſs, by ſome won 
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rived of A4iſocb, or Minchs, an Oblation ; by ſume from 
the Latins, who uſed theſe words, Afifſms, Mifſa, &c- 1hez 
ancient Rowen Idolaters diſmiſled the people from their ſa- 
crifices w.th theſe words; I, licer, Miſſa eft ; Depart, it is 
permitted, and ſo the Aﬀembly was ciſmifſed, And theſe 
words are now pronounced, [ce, Aiffa eſt ( ci/rcet concio ſive 
Ecc'eſs1) hhgnify ing 2 leave given to the Company to depart. 
Lec ut be what at will, or come from this or that, we have it 
not, neither name, nor thing. Demand of them I defire 
you, who inform you that our Common-prayer-Book is ta» 
ken ouc of the Maſs- Book, ſo Popery; If ever they ſaw 
and read the Maſs-Book ? And if they have ſeen and read 
ir, demand of them then, I. Whether all the Maſs-Book 
isin our Common-prayer-Book? Trey muſt ſay no.2.Whe- 
ther all our Common-prayer-B3ok is in the Maſs-Book ? 
They mult ſay no. 3. Whether that which is in our Com- 
mon-prayer, and inthe Maſs-Book, is good or bad? They 
cannar but ſay it is all good, I am perſwaded they can prove 
none of itto be bad. 4. Whether it heing good, the being 
of itin che Maſs-Book, can make it bad? or whether we 
areto reject all the good in Popery, as the name of Chriſti- 
any with much more ? 

Mr, #illiam Ratbband (who put forth a modeſt confuta- 
tion of Separatiſts agreed upon long before, as he ſaith, by 
the joint conſent of the godly and learned Miniſters of this 
Kingdom, who ſtood oat and ſattered inthe caſe of Unifore 
mity. They in it ſhewing the Church of Exgland to he a true 
Church of Cirift, and therefore ſeparation from it to be 
anlawfal,) He with Mr. Them Langley, Mr, Simeon «Afb, 
Mr. Francis Wordeock , and Mr. Geryge Croſſe, all fo far as I 
can conjecture, Non-conformiſt*, pur forth a Bzok of Mr. 
Jo's Bad, a Non-contormilt ; 
wherein he writes learnedly and The eryal of the grounds 
picuſly againſt Separation z3 he rionhe pur forrh himſelf, 
writes in defence of ſett forms 
of prayer, and that men are not to ſeparate from the 
Churc! becauſe of ours, H: ſaith, many are the O5jecti- 
Ong which are made agiintt fete forms of prayers, and 
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particularly againſt our Book of Common-prayer ; all 
which I have endeavoured (ſaith he) to anſwee ſeverally 
not becauſe they are of ſo great weight, but becauſe I defired 
to ſatisfie fully every doubt. And whereas it was objeted, 
The Common-prayer-Book was taken out of the Maſs- 
Book. He ſaith, Ic followeth not that therefore it is a 
falſe worſhip ; for many things in the Maſs-Book are good, 
a pearl may be found upon a dunghil, 2+ If out of the 
Maſs-Book, How cometh. it to paſs then, ſaith he, that it 
hath thoſe. things dire&tly contrary to the Maſs-Book? He 
inſtancethin many. Further, he ſaith, Ir is more proper to 
ſay the Maſs was taken out of our Common-prayer; for 
molt things in our Common-prayer were to be found in Li- 
turgies long before the Maſs, The progns and truths of 
God taught.in that Book, pertain to the Church as her pre- 
rogative z the Church of God may lawfully make claim to 
thoſe holy thipgs, which Antichriſt hath anjuſtly uſurped, 
Noiy fince I find that erroneous opinicns once entertained 
are not eaſily gotten out of the heads and hearts of men, for 
they,quickly root deep ; take ſtrong hold, and cannot eaſily 
be pull'd up, as we ſee in Chriſt's time. The Phariſees held 
corrupt opinions about (4) working, (b) diſpencing with 
childrens obedience, about (c) ſwearing, {«) faſting, and 
many errors about the (e) Laiv, Did Chriſt get theſe errors 
out of them ? He brought the cleereſt light that ever any 
did; they,for all that lived in darkneſs. The Sadduces de- 
nyed.the. (f). reſurreftion. Chriſt laboured to convince 


:, them, they held their errors in St. Px: (2) time. (b) Hy- 


minew, and Philetus ,, and Alexander , had rather be deli- 
vered to Satan, than to deliver up their corrupt and damna» 
ble opinione,, Therefore as all of us ſhould be careful to take 
heed what opinions we receive, to thisend to try the ſpirits, 
& not take things on truſt for the learnihg, ſeeming holineſs 
and worth, or reſpeRt. we have. to any man; but to ſearch 
and ſee that theyhave a ſound bottoming from the Word: So 
we are not to wonder why the beſt of God's meflengers can- 
not take men off from their unwarranted opinions, The 
Jews retain theic opinion , that neither E14ab nor Chriſt 
are. 


(4y) : 


are cotne. The Papiſts retain their opinions, and will die 
in theic errors rather than embrace the truth, It will be no 
ſtrange thing then, if I endeavouring to, I neither do not 
can remove you from your erroneous practiſ:s. 

1, In vilifying, notcoming to, but abſenting your ſelves 
from the publick prayers of the Church, no nut by Scrip- 
tures, the teſtimony of holy Martyrs, the hatred Papilts 
bear to it, the ſtrittneſs of the Law under which we live, 
the excellency and uſefulneſs of it, nor by the approbation 
the Reformed Churches give of it ; of all whch I have 
made uſe but in vain. 

2. Innot baptizing your children, or baptizing them in 
an illegal and irregular way, although I think I have ſhewed 
ſathcient grounds and authorities, and Mr. Baxters opinion, 
whichis, That they who deny daptiſm to their children 
play the devils part, yea, do herein heinoaſly exceed the De- 
vil, Some who admire the man, will be his Interpreter » 
ſaying, bis meaning is, If they may have them baptized in 
his way, and then will not, bat refuſe. Read his Book of In-' 
fant Church-memberſhip through and through, and you 
ſhall find fio ſuch limirting to this way or that; he acknow-. 
ledgeth ours to be true baptiſm, valid, and not to bz reite- 
rated, And whereas ſome who think they knoy more than 
they do, ſay, It is the duty of parents to have their children 
baptized, although it doth childrenno good 3 ſuch ſenſleſs 
filly ſpeeches ſheiv that ſome folks bolts are ſoon ſhot. It is 


a duty, and yet doth it no good > Do Scriptures ſo highly aa. 23.8. 
commend Baptiſm as we red, and doth it no good? Is it no Rom-6.44 
good to be a member of Chriſt's Church, Gut to be in the Ti-3-4+ 


ſame condition with Turks and Pagans? 

: F In not coming to the Communion, of which I have 
ſpoken often, and at large z but I ſee you are reſolved not- 
withſtanding, 1 will intreat you t take notice, that if your 
praQtiſes are erroneous, as they are, 1. That to be obſtinate 
in anerror is dangerous for mans ſalvation. | The uglineſs of 


odſtinacy in error doth appear from the Author of it, who Mar.x.rg. 
1s not God, but the Devil ; ſo obſtinate errors, diabolical; Mat-13+ 


and naturally it produceth Herefie or Schiſm, and is ſuch *5 
G 2 that 


(46.) 

Gal g.13+" that St. Payl wiſhed to be cut of, A mutinons Soldier is 

hanged, when an open enemy hath fair quarter.” Confider 

alſo that ex;orsin the. end dring terrors, ſuch making:men 

like children, hulk on the Sea without rudder ; for in fſach a 

condition are ſuch who flote on groundleſs errors ;yea,errors 

make men as bones out of joint, which colt groansto bri 
them in place again. Alas } what is a traveller -in the.night 
out of the way ? how is. he troubled? A Rebel out of the 

Kings favour, how is he perplexed ? erroneous perſons are 

Travellers out of the way, and as Rebels out of fayour, 

Object, You are deceived, Papiſts, Anabaptiſts, Quakers, we and uber 
mire, you think doerr, are no troubled ; we fear not, we ſaffer 
for onr conſcrences. 

Anſw. Admit ſome live and die confident in groſs errors, never 
fearing harms to follow : So ſome run into the kre fearleſly, 
and ruſh upon dangers deſperately, but they ate frantick or 
fooliſh, not wiſe and well-guided perſons, | 

And that we may not err, take heedof pride which pro- 
vokes men to errors and factions. Take heed of prejudice 

AQ.8. 9 againſt any thing cauſeleſly, Take heed of covetcuſneſs, 

a3-19:3* truths adverſary ; for ſome ſubvert houſes for ltcre ſake; 

'* gainperſwades many to maintain errors, that errors may 
maintain them. And be we careful tothis endconſtartly to 
believe what is taught you by the Scripture, and conſciona- 
bly ta obey what is commanded you by the Church; pro- 
y.ded it be not contrary to Scripture. Be careful to faſten 

Gal.1.8,. our faith upon Scripture. If-Scripture ſaith it, I will bes 
eve it. To ſaſten our.charity upon our Mother the Church, 

| and her directions, and ſee that we our ſelves be humble ; for 

Mar.4;. whereas many object, all alledge Scripture, we confeſs itto 
be ſo : The Devil himſelf did ſo; yet it is certain,if wewill 
read the Scriptures carefully and faithfully, hear the Church 
charitably, and eſteem of our ſelves modeſtly, we ſhall u- 
derſtand Scriptures ſufficiently to keep us from error, 

Once again let me intreat you brethren, not to err with 
any Maſter. Some think they may ſafely do this or that 
becauſe of ſuch whom they follow : Tothem I fay as St. 
A: guſtine of Cy;rian ; Although there are many things that 
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well for the good ſervice they: may d6, bur I aſt; and'do 
love the truti better, fince a wiſe mani-will not-alter an ari- 
cient truth for the loye he bears to the Author of ahy novel- 
ty,- and a gaod mandare not, 'For althongh- maware wott- 
dertully pleaſed with thezr own coficeirs;-and* their opitit- 
ons muſt be the great Monarth, ro'rule even the Monatchs 
of the world, although they ſappreſs truth, ' to advyance 
falſhoods ; yet they are but like a cumberſom Heap'sf ſands ; 
a congeſted heap of groundleſs opinions good for nothing, 
not worth-any thingzonly fit fo deceive here; wad to deftroy 
hereafret ; a 'fruitteſt Heap bearing t16"other 'frait chan to 
abuſe our _— diſhonour God, and betray mens fouls 
to Satan ; a diſagreeing-heap not faſt joyned together, Er- 
rors and falſhoods may for a time be patch'd together, like 
'a beggars cloak ; bur they contitu&® not tong united, and an 
.inconliſtent heap ; for they who embrite' errors,” are'riot 
long conſtant, bar run from one abſurdity to another : Let 
me therefore acquaint you how ſome have draivn, and do 
draw well-meaning people into error, being ſtirred there- 
unto; | 

2 n; 'Sometimes by covetouſneſs., Panlns Samoſetdnas ' ex- 
pe&ing preferment from'the'Qieen of Hrabia, fell info ſuch 
Schiſms, which in the endwrolght his o'vn overthroty.Some 
men findivg it an eakie thing to live at another mans Table 
(although ſo doing is baſe toa generous mind) ſpeak often, 
things to maint#in and pleaſe a fa&tjon, Tir, 2, T1: . 

Sometimes by ambition Which hath ofcen' canſed conten- 
tion and ſeparation , 'becanſe Arro#s colild not get the 
Biſhopwrick of Alexandria; Dowatus of Carthage ; /£rivs 
of Pons, - they became enemies to the Church, 

3. Som2times by intollerable pride working contempt of 
Authority, the contempt 6f which caaſeth- ſeparation; and 
mens ſelf-love is the cauſe of this 'contetipt.”- SefJove 25 
St. Anpaſtine ſaith, Is the maſter” builder which duildeth the 
City'of the Devil; for when men are ſo beſotted with opi- 
non 
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nzon of themſelyes, that they think their-0gn writi 
Goſpel, and Pienaloan-bibe, fall in Lo with i_ wy 


their own making z they will ſooner hazard their lives, than 
dy revoking their errors impair their reputation, Tell : 


them of general Councels, of many learned men, they think 
they all might err ſooner than themſelves. If you alledge 
to them, the judgment of the ancient Fathers, they are ready 
to ſay with Abalardis, Although all the Fathers thought (0, 
yet I donatthink ſo ; Fathervare but children, Scheolmen 
(as one ſaith ) are but Foolmen in reſpeR of themſelves, 
who can ſooner eſpy moats in the Fathers eyes, than beams 
of folly and ignorance in their own eyes. Tell them of Mr. 
Did, Mr. Beleow, Dr.-T agler, and ſachother (who liv'd not 
long fnce,in our own times) what theytanght, how they 
liv'd, they can preſently ſay ; ſuch were good men in their 
_— but now we have new lights, and are better 
oifred, 

Letme alſo intreat you to conſider what hurt you do,what 
ſad inconveniences your ſeparations and diviſions do bring) 
how they diſtra& people, ſo that they know not what to do. 
Bartholomew C aſans aSap-wiſh Biſhop, tells us aſtory of a5pe- 
»iſbPrieſt,deſirons to baptize an /nd/anNoble man;the Indian 
asked the Prieſt, whither the Spaniards dying went? The 
Prieſtſaid, to heaven: The /ndian replyed, be would not go 
whither ſuch cruel people went. There is alſo a ſtory 
of Bernardine Ochin, a man of great learning, who diſliking 
the Church of Remse, fled to Geneva firſt, from thence to 
England, where ſeeing ſo many SeRts, all challenging them- 
ſelves to be true, andeach condemning the other, he turned 
back to Rome, ſaying, It was __—_ that-they who were 
ſo imple, ſo way-ward, ſo obſtinate, ſo Full of SeRts and 
diſſentions, could be of the true faith of Chriſt, Suppoſe 2 
Pagan ſhould come atd ſay, I would willingly be a Chri> 
ſtian, and ſeeing ſuch ſtrife and diflentions amongſt us ; one 
man ſaying he holds the truth; Another ſaith/no, but he ism 
the right, what ſhall this poor Pagan do? | 

And let me defire to know what will pleaſe and content 
you ; you extol Mr, Be/ton, he deſerved the ſame (but he 
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(49) 
heed it be not like He Phariſees commending the old Pro- 
phets, your doings deing contrary to his preaching and pra- 
Aſc) Hh ou follow his doQrine and example, then we are 
all agreed, we ſhall have no ſuch dividings ; you gathered 
bands againſt me to caſt me out, and to bring in Mr. Baſely 

you had your defire (for then you might do what you tit) 
you thought your ſelves happy ih your change; How l 

did he pleaſe you ? wer2 you notthen godters this way, 

that way, to this man, and that man, eſpecially to one whom 
after you adhorr'd, for doing but his: duty #- were you not 
then condemned for your giddy waywardneſs> For my 
carriage among(t you, I ſhame not to own it;and 1 challenge 
envy it ſelf to ſay the worſt it caty when and'where 'T may 
anſwer for my life and dotrine. TI am not like-to-be a bur- 
dento you long as a man, muchleſs as a Preacher, being ſo 
far ſtricken in age 3 I having therefore often uſed argu- 
ments and-reaſons to diſfyade you from- divers' erroneous 
practiſes, and thus far now diſcharged :my duty in ſewing the 
_ of errcor,. and whereinyou grofly err, if I err nor, 
(asI am perſwaded I do not) and fince all ſach- perſwaſions 
ace invain, and prevail not ; it being no liule grief tome 
toſce (as ſome other) ſo your neglect (to ſayno worſe) of 
Catechifing and Communions, for the remedying of which I 


Mar. 23- 
29. 


did formerly complain of on? (without any ill will to the - 


party) hoping that it might do good to him and'others ; but 
only complaining and nomore, and keeping'off the ſentence' 
intended, no good was thereby done. Now again, out of the 
loveT bear to you, not bearing malice to th party, or any 
mans perſon z nor by reſpect to - ſelf (knce the ſmaller the 
Communions are, and no Catechiting, 


ſoul, in omitting no lawfal means unattempted to do you 
good, Iam confidering whether it will not be my duty, out 


of the many refuſers of Communions and Catechifing, to 


ingle oat one who may be ſuppoſed in every reſpect beſt able 
to manage and defend ſuch unwonted irregularities, that ſo 
it may appear whether you have any grounds for ſuch un- 
warzanted.courſes z. and whether thoſe in authority have 


I have the more eaſe- 
.\- andleſs labour.) And out of theregard T bear to mine own 


power. 
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$Þ 85 in- order, -and to ſuÞ necedery duties, 

ts ad Schiſms, SeRtarics and- Sepatatifiy, thei | 

ignorance apd Gmplicity, their divifions and obGimcy, mg- 
ny in our unhappy England are cat down, who were defi. 
rous to ſtand in the truth of God z, many are chindred from 
being Proteſtants, and mace-turned Recuſants ; many their 
hearts ſq Hakenz that Camelion-likey they ace 1capable: of 
ally. ſayeths right faith, It-bew the property of Hereticks, 
as T ertull;an (auth, to weary the {trong, tocatch the weak in 
a ſnare, and to leave the middle fort ſcrupulons. I therefore 
now reſolve-no longer by filence and fitting ſill, to be ac- 
cellagy to.ſo much hurt ; and for this'end ro make trial (0 
far forth as I-haye-ſaid, what: good I can thatway do, ſome 
mendeing forced ;wich-rigour, who wall note refelled with 
reaſons, from theirerroneous wayes, As m the 'Ark there 
was bread ( Manng) for refe&ion, alſoia rod for corredion: 
v0 inthe Church of: England, the Church of Chriſt, there 
is a vouce.of conſolationto defend the good as with a ſhield, 
and a yoice of coereRion to order the ftabborn and4iſobe- 
dient, . The Church of Chriſt therefore iccording to St. 4» 
ouſt ine, ig called the handmaid 'of the Lord ; ſo the Miſtris 
of her people to guide and rule her folk, yea and to corre 
them to, when they oftend as Sarab did Hagar when ſhe con- 
teaued; hes Miſkrgs, 1 believe. Hagar thought Sorab dealt 
hardly wath her, whereas the did more periecnte' Sarah by 
her contempt and wicked pride, than Ser«b did her by ſend- 
ing her out of doors. . There being alſo little hopes of he- 
ing heard or regarded among(t deaf and ſelf-conceited men, 
wha regard the ceaſures.of the Charcn no more than a bul- 
ler-of. cark p /4t-8g0pd to try, and fee whether they have 4 
rod (power)and can uſe it; for every one is not a friend - 
who ſpargth, nor every onea foe who ſmiteth z yea, itis2 
mercy-ſomecimes to puniſh, and oftentimes it is cruelty to 
ſpare-.; Such; Father: who ſpareth: his fervant, killing bis 
ſon, wall dethought upjuſt, not mercifoi; and what-ean we 
think of themwho ſpare thoſe who rend and tear rhe Church 
aur Mother > Bad men through malice do unjuſtly hart and 
vex the gocly Without cauſe z and gooe men through love by 


diſcivline 


(51) 
diſcipline do juſtly corre& others for their miſcarriages. 
The diſcipline of the Church being as Cyprien ſaith, the 
preſeryer of hope» the guide to ſalvation, the retainer of 
taith, and cheriſher of godlineſs. The correRing voice of 
diſcipline oft doth and may do good to {uch who will not be 
moved with the ſweet: yoice of intreating. St. eAnguſtine 
ſaith, He who binds a frantick man, and aivakes him who is 
in a Lethargy, is tcoubleſom to both ; yet he loveth and 
helpeth both : So ta bind men wit? the cords of juſtice, that 


_ they may not wropg themſelves and others, is a great good z 


it being alſo fac detter'to weaken ſome _—_ ehan ſuf- 
fer them to go on to weaken others by faction. 
Bat if I will complain for neoletting Communions and Chatc= 


. chiſing, why nat of [wearers and drunkard: ? 


1. I hear no oaths, I ſee nodrunkards; I ſee abſenters 
_ gk O:cdinances, and I preach againſt the one and 
the other. | 

2. Moſt ſpeak againſt fyearing and drunkenneis as groſs 
fins ; the other go under the notion of goodneſs. 

3. Swearers and drunkards deny not our Church to be a 
true Church, they deny not thz Ordinances ; and they might 
be better wronght upon and reformed, was ut not for our 
diviſions, The other do little leſs than ſeek the overthrow 
of the Church. 

4. I hope I am a friend to no vice, and ſuch an enemy to 
all, that if any will bring m2 as good evidence,and will ſtand 
tot, thatſuch and ſuch are incorrigidle {wearers and drun- 
kards, as I have that ſuch and ſuch come not to Commnnions; 
3f I then endeavour not their amendment by Church-cen- 
ſures (4f I cannot by perſwaſions) Tet me be blamed, I in- 
tend not to create any juſt offence, or rea! hurt to any mans 
pn; for truly I know not the man living, or creature 

reathing to whom I do not heartily wiſh, grace, mercy and 
peace- _— is to endeavour in this place, to ſtop the 
current of opinioniſts blown by the ſpirit of error 0- 
ver many parts of this Land, to the diſhonour of God, and 
endangering of many a mans ſalyation, and ſtaggering well- 
meaning people, and drawing them to diſobedience, Schiſm, 
H and 
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and Fa&jon. And whilſt I am ſo doing, & when I have done. 
hope to make it appear, that as I never yet did ſhew the 
leaſt malice nor diſcontent to them who formerl! y ſonght to 
ruine me and mine ; ſo that now I bear not any ull will Cl- 
ther tothe party, or any other, but that IT do what Ido in 
love; and that if they make tryal, they may truly ſay of 
me, as it became a Proverb concerping Arch-biſhop Cran- 
mer 3 Do my Lordof Canterbury « fbrend turn, and then you 
may be ſure to have him your friend for your labour whilſt you live, 
Thus you and I being men are ſubjeRto err, and it bein® 
dangerous tolive in error, according to my Office and duty 
I have declared wherein you err, that 1 may not be guilty of 
the ſame by my filence- If you can bring me convincing 
orounds that I thus differing from you in judgment, and in 
thus diſcharging my duty do err, you ſhall ſson perceive and 
ſee that 1 will not be obſtinate in error. And if what I have 
ſaid contain convincing arguments to make it clear that yon 
do err, then I deſire the ſame of you, that you may not ob- 
ſinately perſiſt in error ; that ſo both I and you may follow 
this bleſſed counſel of the holy Ghoſt, by the Apoſtle Saint 
James ſpeaking to you and me in theſe words, Do nat ery my 


beloved brethren. 
Preached Oftober 6, 13, 20. 
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Certain ſayings of Mr. Baxter in bjs Infant- 
Church-member ſhip. 


== main ſcope of their endeavours in publick and pri- 
vate is to propagate their opinions, and if they preach 
any wholſom doRtr1ne,it is uſually ſubſervient to their great 
delign, that the truth may be as ſuger to ſweeten their er- 
rors, that they may be eaſter ſvallowed, They perſwade the 
people that Miniſters are ſeducers, lyars, &c. judge there- 
fore waat good may people expet from Minilters, How 
hath it grieved my ſpirit to ſez and hear men profefhing to 
be more godly than others, to make it the buſineſs of their 
lives to diſgrace the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 

When poor people hear thoſe deſpiſe the Miniſtry, that 
once were conſtant hearers—Sure theſe men having tryed, 
ſee ſome evil in that way, &c. 

O how it ſtumbleth and drives off the poor ignorant peo- 
ple from Religion, when they ſee thoſe that have ſeemed 
Religionsprove ſach? And when they ſee us at ſuch diffe- 
rence one with another ; and when they ſee ſo many SeRs 
and Parties, that they know not which to turn to; They 
thank that all ſtrineſs doth tend to this, and ſo that the 
godly are but a company of giddy, proud, unſettled, fingu- 
lar perſons, that know not where to ſtep , till they are be- 
fides themſelves. O | how are the Papiſts hardened by this ? 
I have ſpoken with ſome of them that once Hegan to be mo- 
derate—ywho no;y upon the obſervation of theſe Setsg—are 
generally confirmed in their way, and ſay, Now you may ſee 
what it 15 to depart from the boſom of the Church—to 
make the Scriptures common, & c. The Epiſcopal Party are 
more conficmed in their way by it, and ſay, You have men- 
ded th matter well, &c. yea, thoſe who were offended at 
the Prelates cruelty—do now think they did well, and that 
which was needful for the quenching of this fire, whilſt it 
wasa ſpark, And many who began to ſtagger at the Kings 
late Wars, ace now many a=] of them perſwaded - 

2 the 


Pag 144- 
oy A 


16, 


When? ts 


whom? 


16, 


150. 


(54) 


the lawfulneſs of it, from the miſcarriages of theſe men. 


w other And if report (too probable) do not lye, thouſands and 


millions of Papiſts in all Countreys of E4p2 where they 
dwell, are confirmed and bardened in their Religion, by the 
odious reports that go of the miſcarriages of theſe men in 


our Reformation. Ho:v many thouſand Profeſſors of Re- 

1910N are quite ruined in their ſouls, 2nd turned into Mon- 
ſters rather than Saints ? How many ſad, diſtraRed, divided 
Congregations? What dividing and ſubdividing, and ſubdi- 
viding again, and running from Church to Church, and 
from opinion to opinion, till ſome are at ſuch a loſs, that 
they aſrm Chriſt hath no Church, '&c. 

How many diſtrated Families in England that were wont 
to worſhip God in unity and joyfulneſs ? One will pray, and 
the other will not pray with him, becauſe he is andeptiand ; 
and a third ſaith Family-duties ace not commanded in$crip- 
ture. One will ſing praiſe to God, another ſco:neth it, as 
if it were ſinging of a Jigz ard a third will ing Pſalms 
from the diate of the Spirit only—One will be of one 
Church, and another of another : Egvying and ftrife bath 
taken place, while unity and love are laid aſide, becauſe that 
truth is joſled 6ut by error, 

What a multitude do I know, that are moſt notorious for 
pride, thinking themſelves wiſer than the ableſt Teachers, 
when they have need to be chatechiſed > Some of them ren 
up into the Pulpit to preach, ſome will not come in publick, 
are conſtant Teachers in private, where they vilifie th: Mz- 
niſtry, and make poor ſouls believe, that the Miniſters are 
zgnorant of the truth of God in compariſon of them. 

I have wondred formerly why St. Paul ſpeaks ſo much a- 
gainſt Hereſies and Sehiſms, and what made even all the 
primitiveFathers ſpend moſt of their zeal8& painful writirgs 
2g2inſt Herefies and Errors? as doth /gnatin; and almolt all, 
when we 1n theſe dayes were ready to think theſe to be 
ſcarce fins ? But now we begin to know their meaning ; and 
I-can ſay as good Dadianms, I never knew what Herehe or 
Schiſm was till now. 

Thug he and abundarcce more, 


ports Theſe ſay thzy, are yoar Reformers. And this is 
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By a Lover of, and Labourer for Truth, Peace, Unanimity, 
Uniformity and Order, Foſeph Bentham, 
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Vifitation-Sermon 


PREACHED 
| At Kettering, Octob. 6,15.1666, 


1COR, 14.40- 
Let all things be done decently and in order. 


22 A N Y enormities and diſorders were a- 
d mongſt theCorsmtbians,inceſt unpuniſhed 
x. bolſtered, not lamented ; Lai-ſuits be- 
x fore Pagans, to theſcandal of the Goſ- 
Bl 7 ſpel; men covered, women <7 9Ten 
EAHEN y OS, in Divine Service; negligent and an- 
> $34 worthy coming to the Lord's Table; 
' | tbufing of gifts to vain glory, denying the reſucreion, &c. 
The Apoſtle having: handled ſome things concerning mat- 
tergof decency, as womens praying covered in token of 
ſubje&ion, and mensprayingvr prophecying (namely, be- 
ing preſent at praying and ggophecying) uncovered in fign 
of their ſuperiority, Having alſo ſpoken of ſome things 
more properly pertaining to edification, by filencing ſuch 
Who uſed tongues without interpretation, and of ſome things 
pe- 
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peculiar to order, as to ſpeak by two or three z in the cloſs 
he ſets down.arule or Canon, by which all muſt be ſquared; 
a tonchſtone to try, and a ballance to weigh Church-orderg, 
whether they be right 3 which they are. In regard of the 
end, v. 26, when they tend to edification; and in regard of 
the manner, when they are done decently and in order; fince 
all things ſhould be dene without confulion of perſons, and * 


roceedings injuſt ard due order ; therefore what is 5 
1 bo J in the 


7} Church, as it is to be decent, ſo it ought to be in order, 


Order in the Church of Gd, is 4 g:0d and an exaellent thing 
And it 1s ſo, | fo. 

r. In regard of God, who is a God of order, v. 33. Or- 
der proceeds from him, and from his throne, who alſois x 
lover of it, delighting in it ; all loving their own works, 
and what conforms to them, TT 

2 It regard of the Charch, which in Scriptures called 
(a) a garden encloſed, therefore to kept in order; an (b) J 
army with banners, therefore to march, and tobe Mar- 


yerned and kept = way | f a ds 
z In regard of good men who, fo prized or h 
: (df \PrIM Fe commended for Am RLL wes - 
(e) blamed and puniſhed for not obſerving order. St, Paul 
( f ) rejoyced, bdeholding the order of the Coloſſians; ; he 
. (g)promiſed to ſet things ip order at Corinth; he charged 
(hb) Tits to do the ſame at Cree: ; and himſelf was per- 
* {vaded publickly to declare at Jeryſalem his walking accord 
ing to (4) order. | SCANS 
4: In the great book, of naturerthere is drder s/ Bees 
have th2ir ky Pas Cranes have their leader, Locuſts their 
rroops ; ſo that order is. the mo of Nature, the- ofne« * 
ment of Art, and honour of the World.” Pogk: 
- $..From:the cohtrary we may ſee jts excellency, fince- 
where order is.not kept, Ga | peace cannot be kept; 
corfuFon and peace agree notes) Death is evil, and that 
is without order ; in 1t are no oferly changes of night,day, 
heat, cold; nor do men indying keep order, rich 2ndgreat 
men going firſt, But rich and poor, young and old, mw 
CuOul!y 


($7) 


-cuonſly die without order ; and Hell, the worlt of all, bath 


in jt no order;ſurety then it is a kind of death to ſee any diſ- 
aber, and a kind of Hell to ſee all in diſorder ; yea, po- 
pular inequality was ſo burdenſom to the ſeditious Anabap- 
tiſts in their rebellion, that contrary to their doRrine they 
made one their Captain, another their King, ſoſeeking to 
have order, 1n their hurly-burly diſorders, 

6. Yea, ſuch 1s the excellency of order, that civil order 
is the beauty of Kingdoms, fpiritual of the Church ; that 
the fabrick of the World is upholden by order ; that Statzs 
id Kingdoms are maMtained by it, and without it nothing 
can well flouriſh or proſper. And ſince it hath or ſhould 
have place in all things, ſurely the Church ſhould not be 
without itz for order and uniformity in diſcipline is an 
hedge to unity and dotrine. And where rules for order arc 
deſpiſed;'and every man left to himſelf, uſually ſa many Ci- 
tizens, ſo matiy Sets ; whereas where afl things are done in 
order, there union in La, breeds union in love, uniformity 
in faſhion, uniformity un faith, Eph. 4. 3, 4- 

But alas! where is our order, when as at Corineb, ſo with 
us, one is for Pax!, another for Apolls (and might not any of 
theſe have been acceptable and givencontent ? ) Sure thus is 
not agreeable to order, fince St, Paul for their ſo doing pro- 
nounceth fach to be carnal ; when ſome go to private meet- 
ings, when they ſhonld go to the publique Ocdinanceszwhen 
fome go to theLords Table,more keep away than come,ſure 
it is neither decent, nor according to order, 

'Oh, iy beloved brethren, for the Lord's ſake, « God of 
order, for the Churches ſake, the houſhold of God to be 
welf ordered ; live in peace, be of one mind, and obſerve 
good order. Becauſe many are divided into faRtions, ſhall 
we 7. muſt we needs fin with others? or becauſe diſorders 
are abroad, let us unite at. home, and be orderly, Order is 


of God, diſorder is not ſoz ſome mult begin to make up 


the breaches, and to quench the flames. Oh that we could be 
the men!” for why ſhould we open the. mouths of our ad- 
verſarics, to reproach our Religion, as if in it we had ne 
agreement, no order? why ſhould we tear the _— of 

I hou 
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Chriſt into. pieces by our diſorders? why ſhould we he 
ſtambling blocks to people, making them at a ſtand, nor 
knowing what to do, whether to be.of this, or thar, of the 
other, or of no Religion? why ſhould we deprive onr ſeluas 
of that joy, comſort and good, we might receive by Chri. 
ſhanunity andorder ? 

Since therefore God is the Anthor of gaod agreement 
and order , fince we are all of the ſame family and d 
of God; hnce we are fellow members of the lame body, 
fellow ſtones of the ſame building, and fellow-ſoldiersof 
the ſame band; fince we have the ſame Father, God, the 
ſame Mother, the Church, the ſame enemies, weapons,cauſe, 
ard expe the fame crown ; ſince in Chriſts Kingdom lamhy 
and wolves agree. Labour we for peace, and to uphold in 
this houſe, in this _ fold and family, unity and or- 
der. In contentions therefore deal like neighbours, in State 
butineſs like ſubje&s, in other mens Gns like Chriſtians, in 
21] humane things asjuſt men ; and inall we do be careful 
to obſerve order. 

r.. That all things may be done decently andin order, [ay 
aſide pride, paſſion, prejudice and pragmatical dealing.in 
things out of our Calling; for when meer Mechanicks 
from the anvile, thimble, needle, yea from tinkering and 
rapſtering, preſume to fit in Moſes chair, to be diftators and 
reformers. It is ſure againſt order, and a cauſe of much 
diſorder, 

2. That all things may be done decently and in order, 
by no means have a prejudicate opinion againſt the Gover- 
nenrs of the Charch, I mean the Biſhops » they having 
been therein, inand fince the Apoſtles times z St. Fame at 
Ferwſalem, St. Peter at Antioch, St. Mark at Alexandria, &c, 
And after them ſach Worthies of the Church, St, Augafine 
Biſhop of Hippe, Chryſeſtom of (onſtanunaple, Ambroſe of 
MiYlain, Cyprian Of Carthage, &c, Fulgentinu,, Palladin 
and Finen, Biſhops ip Scaland, before Antichriſt z three 
Britiſh Biſhops at the famous Councel of Nice, Arifebulw 
one of the ſeventy Diſciples, as we are informed, a Bi 
in Bric«in, And of the nyne and tiventy Clergy men, Mat 

tyrs 
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tre in Queen Meries dayes, five were Biſhops, and one 
Arch-Deacon, 'Such hath been the Government of the 
Chureh im and fince the Apoſtles time; and if ſome have been 
faulty, perſonal faults may not annihilate needful functions. 

3- Thatall thirgs may bedone decently and in order, let 
us better eſteem of things appointed by our Church for 

ity, edification and order, and hot cauſeleſly run into fa- 
yl and fraternities, ſcandalous to the Goſpel, dangerous 
to our ſelves. 

Some 1 know will ſay, to obey and obſerve order in things com- 
wanded by authority, is againſt conſcience. 

That Magiſtrates have power to command iscleer, Rome. 
13. 1, Sarely then they may make Laws, they being called 
powers ; ſurely ſuch receive force from God, they being or- 
dained of God ; ſurely ſuch bind, fince we muſt be ſubjeR, 
v, 5. and ſurely violaters fin, fince refiſters receive damna- 


| tion, U. 2. 


But [ am perſmaded that ſuch and ſuch particulars are un- 
lanful ? 

- . If the thing commanded is ſimply unlawful, as to wor- 
ſhip the golden image ; if the thing it ſelf is lawful, yet 0- 
recience to that lawful thing,to ſome, puts upon a neceſſity 
of inning ; as when ſingle life, lawful to ſome, is impoſed to 
ſuch who have not the gift of contanency, If indifferepts arc 
commanded as neceſſary, as meritorions, and as the ſubſtan- 
tials of Religion, ſuch commands loſe their force » yet not 
ſo, butall commands of Magiſtrates wanting authority of 
the Word, ought not to be diſobeyed with ſcandal and con- 
tempt : Even HeatherFperſecuting Kings had ſach authori- 
ty from God, that Chriſtians were to pray for them, and 0- 
bey them, commanding things lawful a&tively, commanding 
things unlawful paſſively. 

2. You ſay you are perſwaded they are unlawful, this 
makes them not to be ſo, If there 1s no rule from the word 
for their unlawfulneſs, there is no place for your diſobedi- 
ence, but the command to obey 1s ſufficient warrant to 0- 
bey. It 19a great miſtake to ſwallow Camels ſins, and to 
(cruple at matters intifferent (not once pretended to be - 
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gainft the word , they being alſo commanded by antkority, 
and that ſuch we are to obey) upon no better grounds than 
ſich, rhey are. contrary to our fancy, humour, opinion, or 
Chriſtian liberty, as pretended ; for Chriflian liberty con- 

ſiſts in freedom from fin, from the curſe of the Law, from 

There 4 2 the wrath of. God, the yoak of Moſaical rites, and an obli- 

= gation of conſcience to the things indifferent, as ſubſtanti- 

which is als. As for liberty of conſcience, ſo much defired of ſom 
celeftial» who know not what they deſire, I could ſhew how Jobs Br- 
in heaver, cold, Nicholas Stock , Mancer and others pleaded for, and ob- 

Ren 3-21 tiined the defired liberty ; but having power in their 

On earth ; ws 

thereas a FOcy Would not grant the ſame to others. And ſure we mz 

liberry remember, how ſome would not grant it to others, whoare 

remporal, now moſt defirous of it themſelves. But who I pray ſhould 
1 Cor.10. haveliberty of confcience ? Sure I am, it is not agreed up- 
—_ _ on by thoſe who have written earneſtly for the ſame, Some 
beſt when FOuld have it granted to all conſcientious men only ; but 
affence is Who-are they? ſome not to ſach who (in againſt the light of 
neither gi- nature, and reaſon, and here will be ſome doubt. And ſome 
_—_ - would have itgranted to all men, in all Nations z whereas 
—_ ——_ if to alf, what confuſion? if to ſome only, what diſſenſion? 
irirua), | 
TD 36. which confifts in deliverance from evil, from fin, from the puniſhment of 
the Law, Roms. $. 1. Col. 3.13. from the tric oblcreation of the Law,* which 
faith; do ard live z freedom in refpe& of Gag, to have free acceſs to ſerve him inthe 
Name of Chriſt, As. 5.. 2. Toſerve him-withour fear, in righteouſneſs 20d holi- 
neſs, Lub. 1.94. 2nd freedom in reſpeR of the creatures, to uſe or nor rouſe our d1- 
minion loſt by Adam, ir being reflored by Chriſt, ſo that all are ours, 1 Cor, 3. 32 
all being pure ro the pure, Rom. 14. 14. There þ allo a carnal liberty ro ſwear, ts 
lye, to flander, to ferve God when and how men lift, ro ſhun Gods Ordinances and 
pablick Mectingsz and this isa liberty Rood for by ſome, whereas this is ne Chri- 
ſtian liberty, bur a difſolure licentiouſneſs ; for noewichſtanding our liberty, we muſt 
debrs, and perform durics, to whom debrs or duries belon 
Scriptare mentions 2 good, a cleer, a pure, a purged, a _ an evil, and a ſeared 
canſcience. 1f the conſcience for which men plcad liberry, loves divifiens, whiet God 
hatcs, it is bur a bad conſcienec. . 


Concerning things indifferent, as ſach things are whicd] 
may lawfully do, or ule, asI may forbear from, or drink 
wine, ale, beer, or water; I may cloath my ſelf with wool- 
ten or linnen, I may uſe the geſtures of ſitting, Ranciog, 
kneeling, ſo long asIam at liberty z for a Chriſtian is ſome- 
une 


(61) | 
ries to moderate has liberty 1n the uſe of things indifferent, 
of which there are two chief moderators. 

x. General, namely, charity, direfting us when and 
where to ufe our liberty (the thing being indifferent to us) 
this made St. Paw to ſay, he would eat no Heſh whilſt the 
world ſtood, rather than offend his brother. 

. 2+ Special, aslawful authority abridging a man of this li- 
berty. For example ; Tr is indifterent for a man: to take to, 
and follow this or that trade, yet the Magiſtrate for com- 
mon good limits this liberty ſo,that no man ſhall follow ſuch 
a Trade until he have ſerved ſuch a time, nor in a corpora- 
tion, except or antil he be free of the ſame, For Merchants 
to tranſport commodcities is indifferent. The Magiſtrate for 
publick good limits this liberty, and forbids the tranſporting 
of ſome things for a certain time. To gate fithy fowl, or 
fleſh is indifterent. The Magiſtrate limits ſo as before. Sec the 


—And whereas it is lawful to Pray ſtanding or Rneeling,to re- rubricks 
' ceive the Communion ating, 


anding or kneeling the Ma- aſter the 
2i[trate to maintain uniformity and order, Moderates and _ 
limits this liberty, appointing all in publick prayer, and re» kneeling 
ceiving the communion, to uſe the geſtur2 of kneeling, as ar ic. 
mecſt cecent, orderly, religious, and tending to uniformity z : 
which determinations of authority are to be obeyed. becauſe Ther® is 2 
lawful and commanded. And I defire ſuch who think the © 


command of a fawful thing makes it unlawful, to apply it to | =_ = 


your on occaſions, 25 after this manner ; uu man may, ſay, who 
yea he ought, it is his duty to ſaddle your horle,and do any o- affirms, 

ther ſuch thing; but in cafe you bid him do itythen your com- ** EL 
mand makes it unlawful. PPly it thus to your ſelves, and _ — 


you will ſee the fondneſs of ſuch fancies. likes bs 


lo&And 
when we reply, grant that and confuGon will follow in families, in Kingdoms. To 
this, this Igearo anſwers; in civil and temporal matrers the Magiſtrare may com- 
mand, and we lawfully obey, nor in Feclefiaſtical and religious z bur alas, this piti= 
ful fingle unbra cither knows nor or forgers, that the a&ions of Gods worſhip are ci- 
ther eſſential or circumſtantial ; effenial are principal, as pietys holincfs, or ſubor- 
dinate, a5 helps ro the beer performing and declaring of ſuch worſhip, as prayer 
preaching, Sacraments , concerning which we may conſider, Thar they, as prayer, 
preaching, Sacraments, are nccefſarily to be performed, becaulc iofticunes of _ 
2» Cir» 
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+ 34 Circunmmantidh, which ſhew the manner how they are to be performed, n_ 
the place, time, geſture, &c. theſe are lefr ro rhe Church, 1 Cor. 11. 24. St. P 
would order ſuch things when he came,and ſaw what was convenient, Aﬀ. 15.29. the 
Church then enjyned things long ſince abrogared. Titus muſt order things in 
Creet, and Sr. Perer enjoyns, 1 Pet. 2. 13+ to ſubmiir ro every Ordinance of man; 
ſubmir therefore, honour, pay all durics ; rocevery humane Ordinance, lamane be. 
cauſe proper to men, and by ſoma hunane aRs for the Lords ſakes namely, under 
Ged, of God, trem God ; to every, to all Governeurs, good andbad, in all thingy 
which do nor croſs Piery and Religion y our obedience is ro go ſo far as their coms 
mifhon is ro command ; nor to civil cauſes only, bur to religious allq ; and where. 
in cheir precepts may not be followed, our ebcdience muſt be paſſive. Bur wharſe. 
ever lawtul thing is appointed by the Church, for order and decency, may with a good 
cogſcience, yea ought to be obeyed. 


Obj« 1. 
Anſw. 


Obj- 2. 


Anſ, Ws 


Theold Non-Conformiſts in their modeſt confutation of 
Separatiſts , anſwering their objeAions concerning ufing 
tinted commandey! prayers, ſay, The peoples underſtand- 
ing and —_— is better helped by that they are acquaint- 
ed with, than Fith other, pag. 14. And that it is lawful to 
uſe ſuch good forms which are impoſed by anthority—And 
we ought the rather to do good things that are agreeable to 
the Word, when we know them tobe alfo commanded by the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate, pag. 15. 

But by ſo doing ne ſball Bend our weak brother, which we arc 
forbidden to do. 

: _ are not weak in their own opinions who plead for 
uch, 
. 2, Weak are to be informed,not to be nouriſhed in their 
weakneſs, andwilful are to be oppoſed. 

3- By obeying you ſhall offend ſome, by diſobeying you 
ſhall offend many ; by obeying you will offend ſome pri- 
vate perſons, by diſobeying you ſhall offend publick. Whe- 
_ are we to prefer the feiy or many, the private or pub- 
hek? | 

Cbrift condemns the traditions of men, Mat. 15,9. Things 
enjozned are ſuch. 

Cariſt condemns thoſe of the Phariſees, for they were 
enjoyned as parts of God's Worſhip , contrary to God's 
commandments, and preferred before them, and upon opti 
on of Merits by them, Mat. r5.'6, as neceſſary to my 
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Ours are not ſo, but only for decency, common order and 
uniformity. , : 
But 1 think others to le better, and ſuch to be needleſs. Obdj. 3. 
t1- Some muſt determine, elfe ſo many men, ſo many An/*- 
minds, ſo many wayes, 
2- They who determine cannot, may not be every one; 
but ſuch whom God hath ſet over us. 
3- And admit ſome things in ou$ conceits might. be 
amended ; is not peace better tan contention about them, 
they being lawful ? who in his wits will pull down a fair 
building, decauſe he thinks a tyle deth not 1ye well to his 
mind ? 
But ſuch and ſuch are ſuperſtitions. Obj. 4. 
Many talk much of ſuperſtition; and againſt it; who kriow Anſw. 
not what it is, and themſelves inrefuſing ſore things, are 


oftentimes more ſuperſtitious. Superſtition properly taken, 4 /c2 


1s top much ſtreſs about extremity in Religion, and it is It is weti- 
ſometimes joyned with idolatry, Mi. 17:32. They were <loſvs nu- 
more ſuperſtitious than others, worſhipping more Heathen mn 
God's than others, or were more devout 'in Heathen Wor- Theophral 
ſhip than others. Take ſuperſtition for a nimity or over- hath ic in 
muchneſs in the inward and ſydſtantial parts of Religion, ſo his chara- 
no man can be ſuperſtitious, namely, too much truly reſrgi- 54 or 
ous ;.NO Man can pray to the true God too fervently, or hear — 
his Word too reyerently or attentively. ea ſacra 
Religis. 

Saperſtitioſum oft quicquid inflitutum tft 4b bominibur, ad ſationda of "Boy idols 
fertinens, vel ad colendam ficut Dewm creaturam pariem ve wilers creature vel ad 
= .& peta cum demmibur, &c, Decraal.' wp. Cauſe 26. 4. >. 
£ 


Bur « it not ſuperſtition ts aſcribe holineſs to times, p/acrs, and ObjeR. 
things? 

Jenorance will fault things cauſeleſly 3 for no more is Anſw. 
meant, than: that ſuch are fet apart from common to holy 
uſes. 

But we are to knew that ſuperſtition may be as well in 
placing piety in the Negative as Affirmative, in not kneel- 
bee inedoe; 10 abſtaining ſcropulonſly from things 
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commanded, 9g in uſing them ſcrupulonſly, Negative 'pte- 
cepts are —_— inforbidding things un awful. as ns. 
tive in requiring things neceſſary, or permitting things law- 
ful. If je is ſuperſtition when men not contented with'the 
preſcribed manner of worſhip , gather together -an heap 
needleſly z then when men beyond" Gods reſtraint,” increale 
reſtraints upon themſelves or others to pleaſe God, they are 
thereby ſuperſtitious-in the Negative, Col, 2. 21. fordids 
will-worſhip in Negative obſervances; Toach not, taſte net, 
handle not, They therefore who add reſtraints where God 
hath not in ſo doing may be negatively ſuperſtitious, as the 
Phariſces in not dourſy ſome things on the Sabbath day z and 
the Philiſtines not treading upon the threſhold of Dagon, 
Inabſtaining therefore from things lawful,as unlawful,there 
may be a negative ſuperſtition. There is then a ſuperſtition 
poſitive negative ; the one, when men count that holy 
which God never'made holy ; the other, when men con=- 
demn that which God never condemned, both faulty, It is 
not for.us to make fins or duties. To make more fins than 
Ged made, is a condemning of the rule as imperfeR, as if 
the Law was not full and exact enough, but needed to be 
piecedup by mens fancies ; yet ſo do ſome, who upon their 
own will and ſenſe, without any warrant from the Word, 
condemn men for uſing things indifferent, Row. 14, no 
where forbidden, and by authority commanded. Take heed, 
take heed that our hatred of ſuperſtition make us not mad- 
beaded, like ſome modern Antitrinitarians, who reje& the 
decrine of the Trinity becauſe the Pope holds it, or ſuck 
= _ meddle with nothing which in Popery..was 
ated. 

"I things enjoyned benot finfal like theirs, Aſt. 15. 9. 
if they are of things neceſſary or uſeful for the time, Mi. 
Is, Fi ſuch do band the conſcrence, andare no violation 
of it. Chriſtian liberty, a freedom from the tyranny of tin; 
the curſe of the Lay, the yoak of Moſer, and the like as be« 
fore isa great liberty, which may content, and a precious 
thing to ſand faſt in, bit we maſt not tan ir to licenſe, Gl- 
5.13, Although we ace free, yet we muſt not uſe our libers 

ty 
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ry 482 cloak of mialiciouſneſs, bur know we are ſtill the ſer- m——_—_ 
vants of God, and owe him obedience, and to every one of —— 
his commandments, whereof this is one ; ſubmit to every 1Per.2.13. 
humane Ordinance for the Lords ſake, and by.love bound to 
| ſerve one another, Gal. 5, 13, 4 
1+ Conſider the frequent and peremptory charge of ſub» 
mithon, of vbedience, &ow, 13.1. 1 Pet. 2, 13, 
2- Conſider that todeſpiſe dominion 13 very dangerous, 
1 Pt, 1. 10. fwd: 8, 

3- That vain janglings about indifferents haye muc 
ſcandalized the Goſpel of Chriſt, | 

4+ And hazarded the loſs of God's Ordinances, and made 
many deprive themſelves wofully of them. 

3- Thirdly, Muft all things be done decently and in 
order ? 

r. Then you muſt have a Teacher, elſe where is order ? 
In an houſe, no Steward or Governour ; in a War, no Di- 
| reRor, ſure no order. 

3+ This Teacher muſt not be any one, not every one z 
that was Jeraboars's fm, and of later times a ciuſe of much, 
of many and ſad diſorders, 

7, This Teacher muſt have maintenance fitting to his 
funtion ; ſo that feeding the Flock, he may eat of the milk 
of theflock ; for when ſachare contemned in regard of po- 
verty, when in regardof it they are ſcorned, when there is 
y ragoed Miniſter,and a rich people,what decency? what or- 

er? 

4+ This Preacher and _ muſt conſider they are mem- 
bersof a Church, and ſabjec to its government,: and there- 
fore in alt things they are to ſubmit and obey its lawful Oc- 
- {- dinances and injunQtions, For inftance, 

x. OarCharch enjoyns us to come at the beginning, and 
ſtay until the end of the publick Worſhip of God ; and 
this is agreeable to Scriptare, Ek. 46. Io, Lak, 1, 31, 
2.The Church enjoyns us to pray kneeling, which is agree- 
able to Scripture precept, and the pratiſe of the beſt men, 
as David, Solowon, Paul, and our Saviour Chriſt ; yet we have 
ſome who at the publick prayers of the Charch, mw = 
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ſtand with the Phariſee, nor kneel with the Apoltle ; nejs 
ther ſtand as ſervants to a Maſter, nor knee] as ſubjects be- 
fore a Prince, but fit as if they were to bleſs God, not be 
them ; mach leſs imitate thoſe wao with wives and chi 
and as is moſt prodadte{ being they paſſed through the City) 
in their better apparel, and yet in prayer would *kneel, al- 
though in a moſt incommedious place, to wit,the Sea-ſhore. 
Sure it argues Ignorance or arrogance to refuſe to kneel in 
raver ro God, un which duty no geſture ſo fitting as kneel- 
ing ; if poſſible, if not injurious, if not bindering edifica- 
riot. > 
3- The Churchenzoynes men to be uncovered in the ſer- 
vice of God; and there is no Coubt but that we may teſtifie 
our reverence to God, as we do to men; nor do-I know of 
any Churth wherethe Miniſter is uncovered, and the peo« 
ple covered (too much 1n uſe with us) he deing there as 
God's Embaſſador, the people as they to whom hs is ſent ; 
heasa Teacher, they to Tearn. Give me leave to tell you 
what an eminent Divine ſaith. He abobinks (ſaith he) be 
way not be nacovered (mt of fear 56 offend God, may be ſuperſtici- 
6s, Jet, whilſt be ſpeaks againſt all ceremonies, i ceremenion ; 
and be that thinks pan no occaſion be may cover bus bead, # cere« 
wmonions «fo; and yet for bis ſuperſbition te bath 4 fairer excuſe 
then the ether ; for the one duth it far the mnoZt part ont of con- 
renept and perverſeneſe, and in 4 diſoledience t3 ſome bigher -pawer ; 
the otber cat of 4 kind of neceſſity, which bis preſent conditicn may 
put bims won (and "tis acertein rules charity diſpencerb with all 
ceremonies.) The on: by it anay give cccaſion to ſuſpelt bu jrreve- 
rence ; the worſt that can be mad: of the other, is that be defirer ts 
fer ve bus Ged with fear and reverence, 45 judging bimſelf in bu 
prefencey before whim be cannut be trovile. T be one bath ne coun- 
renance ner colour of any Scripture for what be does, the other locks 
won theſe plain words of the Aptle, x Cer. 11. 4. and thinks 
br is obliged to it, 4: indeed be us, till che meaniag of the Text be 
we” cleered ro bims. The one is diſobedicnt 19, bigber ponert, 
the other cb:dient to the ſame as be ought 5 better grounds by far 


then the other, bo will do, cr not do, becauſe be will, or be will be- 
ounſe ſuch and ſuch do ſo. 


4+. The 
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4. The Church enjoyns all Communicents to receive the 
Commaniecn three times inthe year, of which Eafter to be 
one. A duty of order, ye more ; for if not cemers to the 
Paſſeover were to be cut off, ſurely God who was ſo ſevgre 
for the negleR of that Sacrament (inferior to the Com- 
munion) how ſevere will he be think we to the contemners 
of this ſo ſacred an Ordinance? Since alſo not to come is 
a diſodecience to Chriſt's command {Doths) which is di- 
vine» And rx Cer. 1. 23. St. Pas|l ſaith, I bave rectived of 
the Lard that wbich | delivered unto Jeu. And v. 26. As ofceu 
a: ye ear thus bread, and drink this cup: Which a: often, 19:- 
ples ofren, as the Apoſtlas and primitive Chriltans under- 
ſtood it ; yea and the not comers negleRt the memory of 
Chriſts death (by which we are redeemed) in his way. The 
negleR alſo the communication cf Chriſt's dedy and blood, 
and ſhev themſelves none of Cariſt's Diſciples, not obey- 
ing him (his Steep hearing his voice) in this ; nor imitating 
him (whom we are tofollow) who did eat the Paſſeover, a 
type of his Paſhon, as to put anend to it, ſo to honour his 
Ordinance, and to ſheyv us our duty, what we are todo z to 
ſhew his ſubjeRion to the Law, as our pattern and ex- 
ample. 

- alas} what are we come unto? whither ſhall we go? 
If in ſome places where are hundreds ef families, and not 
a nr, ro communicate ; if ſome who are married, 
is ſome of thirty, if not forty years of age were never 
atthe Communion ; if in popalous places and Congrega- 
tions the moſt rurn their backs upon this Ordinance, Is this 
for edafication ? is this order ? 

[ dare not come [aith one, left I come wnnorthily, 

1. And why will you come unworthily? why will you 
prefer your finful luſts before Chriſt and ſalvation? Repeat, 
amend. 

2. To come unworthily is ſinfal, not to come may be as 
great, if nota greater fn. He who comes doth what he is 
&foyned (although he fail in the manner)and ſo may ſhew a 
negle& ; the other who comes not, ſhews contempt of 
Chcjlt's command, Ds :b« 3 ſo contempt of the Memory of 
K 2 Chrilt's 


Num. 6.9» 


O01. I, 
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Chriſt's death, by which we are redeemed ; and ſhews him- 
ſelf none of Chriſt's Diſciple, and ſurely contemners fn 
fearfully. To negleR to come therefore is a groſs fin, where 
2 man in coming as well prepared as he Can, he doth his dy- 
ry, and humbly commits himſelf unto God's mercy. 

I cannot come ſaith anotter, becauſe of the company, many bein 

admitted to come who are bad, ant with ſuch St. Paul ſaith I malt 
not eat 5 and if [ may not cat with them, then not come tothe 
Lords Table with them, 
Anſw. 1+ 1 may not be his familiar, hs companion, therefore 1 
may not communicate with him, nor go to the Church 
with him, is weak and frivolous z for toeat at home is an jn- 
diflerent ation, left to my choice, and I may not chuſeevil. 
To eat at the Sacrament is part of Gods ſervicez not to be 
omitted without fn, it being his and my duty, Although I 
muſt ſeparate from him in cavil familiarity, which is com- 
mon and unneceflary where I have liberty (not elſe, x Cer. 
74 13, 14.) yet I may notin ſacred ſociety, and the ſervice 
of God, which is his duty and mine, if he be not caſt out of 
the Church by excommunication. As I am to avoid the 
leaſt partaking of other mens ſins, ſo am I bound to the 
oreateſt partaking with them in duty ; and yet I may cat 
with him, if occaſionally I be caſt upon the ſame Inn, Or- 
dina! y, and Table, &c. 

2. Scriptures enjoynipg ſeparation from wicked men, 
command to depart or ſeparate from their ill courſes, 
their fins, not from being with them in Gods Ordinances, 
Should a fick man ſay I will not accompany ſach whoarefick 
to a Phyſician, and be healed ;, as he not guilty 'of his onn 
death for ſodoing> | 

3. Sure it 38 an error to imagine that communicating 
with wicked men isa ſin in the worthy Communicant, or a 
being polluted - their company,fince the keeping company 
with them in ſuch ſacred meetings, is only an acknowledge- 
ment that they are in the numher of them whom Chriſt came 
toredeem ; and ſo ſaith St, Poter. It is only a joyning with 
them in Chriſtian profeſſion, and a confederating with them 
to lead Chriſtian lives , all which are Chriſtian aft ws 
tOxens 


Obj. 2. 
1 Cor.5.93 
1O,11,1 2. 


wy Pet, "4 0 
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tokens of humility, unlike the Phariſee,, whocondemned 
and triamphed over the Publican; whereas it would be'bet- 
ter to look More at home to our.own ayes and works, and 
leave judging of others, than to deprive our ſelves of ſo 
ſacredan Ordinance for other mens coming, fince St. Pasl 
reproves not the giver, nor the worthy receiver at Co- 
rinth, only the unworthy comer; ſince upon ſach grounds 
of ty AY there will be noreſting ; and fince to for- 
bear, becauſe of other mens anworthineſs, is anew-found 
groundleſs fancy ; not in our Saviours time, when Fudas 
came, nor in St. Pax/; time, when many came unworthy, 
2 Cir, 10, 


We cannot toxch pitch and nut be defiled ; we encomrage them in Obj. 3. 


their ſins by onr preſence, mhum we muſt reprove. 


It hath already ben ſhewed, that it defileth not to do a nſw. 


gcod duty with a finfal man, as the Phariſee did not ſcru- 
ple to go t9 the Temple ith the Publican, Luk, 18, 1 


But we cannot communicate with that Church which hath no Obj. 4+ 


diſcipline, 

Diſcipline there is, althou 
which ſome deſire; yet ſuch, as the Church hath ſtood and 
flouriſhed under, fince the Apoſtles time, until the laſt Cen- 
tury, And ſuch as hath made xs good Chriſtians in this Na- 
tion, and as zealons Martyrs as any in the world, And if this 
diſcipline be not executed, it is the fin of thoſe unto whom 


oh perhaps not of that kind An/». 


it is committed, unleſs as it often happens, the multitude cont.pare 
of oftendo:s, or the difficulty of the times impede the mn.4, 3. 


ſame. 
We mould come might we rictive it 4: we would. 


You would obey, might you diſobey z and your diſobedi- An/». 


ence (doing as you liſt ) go for obedience, 


Oh no, te deſire to receive in a Goſpel way, in which ze may Odj.6.. 


impitare Chriſt, which we do mot if we kneel. 


Very good, you defire to imitate Chriſt, then kneel for Anſw. 


we who do kneel defire to and do imitate Chriſt ; for our * 

Saviour at the Paſleover did conform to the Pafleover ge- 

Rure enjoyned by, and praRtiſed in the Church wherein he 

lived; we therefore kneeling according to the practiſe - 
| [4 
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: the Church wherein we live, do imitate Chrift. 
Obj. 7. what Chriſt did we muſt do. 
nſw. Prove that Chriſt did not kneel, and that he forbad usto 
Hedid fic; kneel, That Chriſt did fit, and commanded us to fit, and we 


what are agreed, fince what Chriſt did and commanded us to do, 


In. we muſt do. 


2: 2. What Chriſt did not we muſt not do; what, not bap- 
do. He did tize F not communicate with women > What Chrilt did we 
nor kneel, muſt do z what, take after Supper ? with a Lamb ? only with 
Chriſt dig Velve? | 

—— 3: Some things Chriſt did as God, ſome as Mediator, 
do. Whoſo ſome a8 man; and as man he did many things neceflary for 
eadsſ:ri- 118 to follow him 3 and he did ſome ations as man indifferent, 


ouſly the [eft free, not for our imitaion, 
Evange- 


liſts,will norrake Chrifts example as a rule ro guide the Churchyin all circumſtan- 
ccs, in adminiftring and delivering che Euchariſt; for muſt we deliver ir upon 
Maugnday Thurſday, -in a chamber, nor in a Chucch, only rorwelve ar once, thoſe 
only mens and Clergy meg? Mult we deliver it ro them lying or leaning upon one 
anorhers bolom, nor in the morning bur ar nighr, nor faſting bur afrer ſupper z and 
muſt rhe deliverer waſh the receivers feet 2 

2. Chriſt did not make his example our parrern in ſuch circumſtances of time, Com- 
municancs geſture, &c. bur left his to be guided by his Church in all marrers of come- 
liacſs and order. We read of St. Paw/s (erting things in order, yea ſeeming to cre(s 
the order of Chriſt, for bidding the Corinthians ro ſup before, 1 Cor. x 1.24, And the 
Church in St. A»guflines time qd receive the Communien fgſting, Epiſt. 18.Chap. 6. 
he ſaich the whole Church, the world oyer, regeived it faſting ; thar Chiiſt leir the 
manner ef receiving to the Apoſtles, thar rhey appointed it ro be received faſting, and 
char-che alrering of rhe receiving of ir afrer fu r to rake ic faſting, was the Ordi- 
ance of the holy Ghoſt ; for che honour of the Sacra ment, to have ir ence before 
any exrernal wear 

Obj:&. Chrift did fr, Mar. 26. 20. 

Anſw. Chriſt did nor fir as wz do ; bur according co the cuſtom of rhoſe Eaſtern 
Countreys, did adminiſter, as the Paficover, ſo his >upper, lying on the floor upon 
couches, Efth.1.6. Mr. Beza from Foſephus copcludes,thar they did |ye upon couches, 
that one lay upon his next fellows with rheir feer laid ourward. And the Greek word 
ſhews as much, *.ppxerr, Mat. 26. 20. Maccs 14. 18. Joh. 13-23. Ay 
ſignitying ro fit upon a bed) to rake meat after tha ancient cuſtom. And in Lub.z2 14. 
'Avim#%, avexd whe, ſignifying tolyc along, rolye down. The poſture was therefore 
leaning orlying along, nor ficting ; beſides, the geſtwe was changed from God's ap- 
poinement Exod, 13. x4, 

Obj. what Chriſt did aot, we muſt not do, Chriſt 4;d not hucel, therefore we may not 

Anſw. Chriſt did nor give ic in the morning, nor co Lay-men, c@go womens not 
in a Church. Chrift did ner give, nor the Apoſtles receive it ſtanding nor — 
rot kneeling» th.refore he left ſuch par.iculars ro the wiſdom of the Church to 
ord: r, | | 4. Churches 
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by Chriſt, better than ſuch oþjeRors, leave all Churches 
to their liberty (not particutar memvers in them to theirs) 
and hence it is that ſome take it ſtanding, feme kneeling, 
2nd ſome as the Charch of Poland, either ſtanding or kneel- 
ing, but not allowing fitting, becauſe the wicked Arrians 
recciveit fitting, as »mplying their equality with Chriſt as 
man, or at leait derogatory from his C1vinity as God. Our 
Rubrick ſhews there 18 no adoration of the Elements; and 
it i$Smanifeſt that adoration came not in amongſt the Pa- 
piſts, until afree Tranſudſtantiation, Which came im ahour 
1315. and adoration about x 226. nor did Honcriow appoint 
adoration to be uſed in the aR of receiving, but at the ele- 
vation, and when carried about. I pray ſuppoſe a Male- 
fator may have his pardon ſealed, with many priviledges to 
boot, provided he will take it upon his knees, not elſe, and 
he wall cather die than: take it ſo, becauſe ſome take it n 
horſe-back , others ſitting, would net men condemn his 
ſlub>ornne's » and ſay he jultly periſhed? Apply it I 


[ay. 

Oh my b:loved bretkcen, ſhall we deprive our ſelves of 
this ſign to preſent, this ſeal to-confirm, and this: means to- 
convey Chrilt and his benefits to us, for we know not what, 
for an harmleſs geſture, ſavoaring of humility in our ſelves, 
and obedience to Governours, Which Mr. Bezz calls a ſhew- 
ing of holy Chriftian adoration. Is this or thankfulneſs to 
God for planting us in the moſt flouriſhing Church in the 
world ? Is this our reſpe& we dearto our firſt Reformers, 
who ſealed the Reformation with their blood, and to ſuch 
who have happily defended it? Is this the care and love we 
have to our ſelves, to quarrel at and deprive our ſelves of 
Ged's Ocdinances for an harmleſs geſtnre ? - Is the Commu- 
nion a badge of Chriſtianaty, and ſhall we be aſhamed of 
Chriſtianity , ſo of Chrift # Is it a means to feed and nouriſh 
our ſouls ſpiritually, and ſhall we ſlight it as not needing 
ſuch nouriſhment ? Are we to receive, ta.te{thfie our thank- 
fulfleſs for the death of Chriſt, for which we can never be 
ſufficiently thankful, and ſhall we think much to do it? Is 
ous 


Epiſt. 12. 
0puſc. tom, 
3. p42.219 
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our coming to the Lord's Table to teftifie our Communion 
with God, with Chriſt, with his Spirit and Church, and ro 
increaſe the ſame, that we may ſive more in unity, love and 
concord, and ſhall we neglect it ? 

$. The Church enjoyns all to come to the prayers of 
the Church, decently and in order. And this is 2grecable to 
all reformed Chnrches who have their forma To the an- 
cient Church of the Fews, meeting ſolemn(y at their hoars 
of prayers, and to the direfions of God, Numb, 6. 23. 
Dent. 26, 3, 5. Mr- Calvin hath his reaſons for ſet forms in 

£2Þ. Pablick; an help for the weak, to keep uniformity, &c, 

refer. An. yet alas, we bave with us who ſay, they are abominable, 

Llie. | ling blocks, walking with crutches, &c. yet ſuch were 
appointed by God and,our Saviour, and uſed by the-Pro- 
pets and. Apoſtles. Confider whether is better, to pray 
with conſideration or withont > whether he doth beſt who 
 deluberates, or he who doth not? whether we can pray be- 

— ter than Scriptureprayers? Although we may enlarge and 
vary them, to make th2m more particular and pertinent to 
our perſonal occaſions, Waether he who prayes deyoutly 
the Lord's prayer, doth not pray with the Spirit, fince 
Chriſts Spirit taught it > whether it is not as fit to offer ex 

Sec Mr.” tempore preaching to the people, ag ex rewpore prayer to God? 

Durel,pag. And as for the prayers: of our Charca, we have the appro- 

64» 184, bation. of the Reformed Churches. And TI have read, that 

Gilbercus a German propounds ours for a ſample of the forms 
of the ancient Chu: ch. We have alſo the approbation of 21 
Army of Martyrs, Mr. Sanders in a Sermon affirms, that 
the ſervice ſet forth dy King Edwird was good, becauſe ac- 
cording to God's Word, and the order of the primitive 
Church, Dr, Tayler ſaith, that that book was ſo fully per- 
fefted according to the Rules of Chriſtian Religion, that 
no Criſtian conſcience conld be offended with any thing 
therein contained, Biſhop Ridley a little before his Mar- 
tyrdom, hearing that Mr, Knax did fault the Common- 

Prayer-Book, ſaid ; Alas, that brother Knox could not bggr 

ow Common-Prayer ; a man of parts and wit as he ut 


may produce popular arguments againſt jt, yet I __ 
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he cannot be able ſoundly by the Word of God to diſprove 
any part of it. When he who wes called ProteRor ſent a 
command to look to Ale-houſes, and Readers of the Com- 
mon-prayer, Mr, Garford, fince DoRor of Divinity, a ſe- 
queſtred Divine, ſent to him and his Parſiament-Houſe a 
rart rebuke in print for joyning the Commen-Prayer with 
Ale-houſes, and a bold challenge, requeſting that all might 
be commanded to obje& what they could againſt it, pro- 
miſivg that he and ſome few of his ſequeſtred Brethren 
would make good: T hat that Book is abſolutely the beſt and 
freeſt from exception that ever ſaiv light in the Chriſtian 
world ; and that it is none of the weakeſt forts the Church 
kath againſt Popery and Errors. Fobn Carec/eſſe a1 his exami- 
nation defore Dr, Aartin (it is only in the firſt Edition of 
the Book of Martyrs, which is in one yolume) ſaith, That 
ſame Book which 18 ſo conſonant and agreeable to the Word 
of God, being ſet forth by common authority, both of the 
King that dead is ( Edwzard 6. ) and of the whale Parliament- 
Houſe, ought not to be deſpiſed by me or any other private 
man, under pain of Gods curſe, high diſpleaſure ms dam- 
nation except they repent. 

It u Popery. 

Dr, #*eſtos Prolocutor in the Convocation houſe in 
Queen Marirs reign, made a bitter inveQtive againſt it. In 
waoſe reign alſo Papiſts articled againſt ſome of the Martyrs 
for uling of it z for being preſent \when it was uſed, Arch- 
Biſhop Cr .mnmer affirmed, that be with Peter Martyr, and 
ſome few more woald defend the Book of Common-Prayer 
294uiſt all Papiſts in the world (for of a long time they only 
were the oppoſers of it) and Papiſts now ſo abhor it, that 
they are to (and will) loſe two parts of three of their rents 
rather than hear it, and yet Popery ? Fie, beſides, what one 
Popiſh thing is in it? Is there prayer to Saints or Angels 2 
Is there prayer to the dead, or in an unknown tongue? ls 
there any allowance of Purgatory, of Merit ? Is it not di- 
rected againſt all the material —_ of Popery, ſo that if 
it was obſeryed, it was impoſſiole Popery ſhould come into 
England, 

L Some 


Obiect. 
Anſw. 
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Obje&, Sumetbing in it 15 18 the Maſi-Brok, it was taken out of it. 

Anſn. Is the Lord's Prayer Popery, becauſe it is in the Maſg- 
Book ? Kneeling to =— was unlawful ; to God is requi- 
red. St. Paul borrowed of Pagans, A. 12. 28, Tit. 3,12, 
The: Pope defends the Trinity, ſhall we therefore deny it? 
The Devils and Pagans believe on Gud, ſo do we? 

There hath not been, nor can b2 a greater canſe of tti- 
2mph to the Papiſts, nor cleerer vindication of their inno« 
cency in fufteriwg. ſo mucin 1n their eſtates . for abſenting 
themſelves from oar (2; vice, than ſuch doings of ſome Pro- 
reltants, who make th2 uſe of that ſervice ſcandalous, and ſo 
great a crime : Upon ihis advantage given, what may the 
Papiſts ſay ? .how may they plead ? I pray judge and conſi- 
der, And take heed let in calling that Popery which isnot, 
you bringiat m, by ta £179 away ſuch Bullewarks which ſhould 
keep it out. And I beſeech you brethren do not flatter your 
ſelves, by ſaying, the Martyrs had not ſuch gifts as you, nor 
lach lights as you have, 

Mr Fox 1. As for gifts, ticy wer? ſo gifted asto ſeal the Goſpel 
Preface to With their blood, as to confute their adverſaries; and defend 


ud”, commender of the Book of Common-Prayer) lived, was 
ſaith, Al- .. he 
beirin. like an Univerhity for knowledge. . 
&O 
creaſing 


of learnirg, of Tongucs, and Scierces, with quickneſs of wit in yourh, and erhers 
doth maryciluu'{ly (hoot ups as iris to be ſeen tothe ſuſhcient furniſhing of Chrifts 
Chucch ; yeflo ir happenerh, | cannor tell hew, the farther 1 look back into thoſe 
former times of Tynda!, Frith, and other like, more fimpliciry, with rye zeal, with 
humble modeſty 1 ſees with leſs corruption of affeftions in chera----In opening of 
Scriptures, what truth, what ſoundneſs can a man require more, or what more is ro be 
ſaid than is found in Tywdal, &c. The lame is the judgment of the Learned and 
witty Prefacer to the Treatiſey called the Boek-Fiſh,(containing certain Trexiſes of 
John Frith the Martyrs taken oor of a Cod-fiſhes belly in Cambridge Market, Anne 
1626, and afcer publiſhed, The Auther of that notable Preface. is thought to have 
been Dr. Thomas Goad of Haddeybam, one of our five Divines that were ar the Sy- 
nod of Dort. This Author ſairhalſo, He knows net how, bur he finds a berter ſpiric, 
more vivacigy, and efficacy in the writings of the firſt Reformery, than in the mere 
accurate labeurs of rheſe of our times. 
cp_ now 
errors and 


For new lights, hear the jadgment of the old Non*Conformiſts. 

embraced as acw truths and lights, areno other for ſubſtance, bur the 
dor1ges of Barrow .and Greeawood long fince publiſhed by chem, and by the godly 
w; 
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e:peſcd ; ſorhar like ruſty weapons rhey are newly furbiſhed, 2nd being bur the ſame 
merals and marcrialy, are caſt into a new mold, with an addirion of Gme things 
more of rhe ſame ſort, 


2.And as for your new lights.Did S. Pau! hold nothing back, 
but declare all the counſel of God> 4G. 20. 29. Did he 
pronounce him accurſed who preached any other doArine ? 
Od. 1.8. and command T iz2xthy to keep the commandement 
antil Chriſt's appearing, t Tim.6.14.,2nd muft we now look 
for new lights? I cannot imayine that the holy Ghoſt ſhould 
give Timotby as ſolemn a charge as was ever given to mortal 
man, to obſerve the rules given, until Chriſts coming, and 
new lights to be expected ; yt many pretend much to new 
lights, and new wayes, and gaze upon tnem; ſo that as ſome 
gazing upon ignss fatuxr, loſe their way, and fall into ditches; 
{o theſe men ſtare ſo much upon thzir new lights, that they 
cannot find the way to God's houſe ; and they loſe the true 
lighe which hath ſhined, and doth in the Chnrch of God. 
But whence come theſe nei lights? If from Scripture we 
had them before z 1f not from Scripture, they are falſe and 
deceitful lights, Great is the iwantonneſs of many, in greet- 
ing new opinions and Opinionilts, as if former truths were 
ſapleſs, yet truth is alwayes flouriſhing, although too ma- 
ny are even fick of new opinions. The Fryars had formed a 
new Goſpel, and called it the everlaſting Goſpel, they cry- 
edit up to be iworthier than the Goſpel of Chriſt, as much 
25 the Sun is more perfeR than the Moon, the kernel than 
the ſhell ; this continued about thirty years with little re- 
proof; it was openly read and expounded in Pars, 1235. 
but 2256. it was oppoſed by the Pariſien DoRors, and 
darnt; as ions fatnar, 1s 2 vaniſhing Meteor ; ſo theſe new 
lights will I believe vaniſh and fade, as did the Fryars Eman- 
ge. 1878 Een mum. 

6. The Church enjoyns God-fathers and God- mothers at 
Infant-baptiſm, They are at Geneva, They are commended 
by Mr. Perkins in his cafes of conſcience, and they were 
conſtantly in the primitive times. Ter:alliex mentions them 
as agreeable to the cuſtom of the Church ; in waich cuſtom 
there isnothing evil,or diſhon2ſt z it proceeds from charity, 
L 2 it 
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it makes fcr the edification of the Church, and it tends to 
the profit of the child. Jani and Tremelrns derive it from 
Iſa, 8. 2, But what need we ſeck the beginning of an Ordi. 
nance ſo good, tending to ſo much piety ? Infants are bap- 
tized into the faith and bo@m of the Church, which there- 
fore requires certain perſons, honeſt and pious, to undertake 
to ſee what is promiſed tobe performed, and to take care 
for the religious education cf children z which were it right= 
ly obſerved, how flouriſhing a Church ſhould we have. 

That Lelongs ts Parents,” it & their duty, 

Tt doth. Suppoſe a min oweth an kundred pounds, the 
debt is his ; yet the Creditor for more aſſurance, will have 
other able men tound, the obligation lyeth on them, al- 
though the debt is his : So likewiſe, it isthe Parents debt 
and duty to ſee that the child be religiouſly educated y yet 
the charity of the Church is ſuch, as to require greater ſe- 
curity , Parents being too often defeCtive. The debt re- 
mains the Parents, and there is a tye upon the Sureties. 

Thus us w/ed but 48 4 forms or cuſt om. 

The more 15 the pity, if ſo; and ſo is Religion with ma- 
ny, 3 Tim 3+ 5+ yet 1snct true Religion at all the wore, 

T ey who are God-fathers and God-muther; do no ſuch duty, 

The charity of the Church is not to be faulted for mens 
failings. Their negligence is to be lamented, the iſe not to 
be condemned, 

They who underſtood themſelves, and are conſciors, will under- 

ake no ſuch charge imp ſſible to be kept. 
< This is a raſh cenſure, and an ignorant ſlander of the 

Church, whoſe intention 1s to have none but knowing and 
conſeientious p*rſons, who may and will perform n Is 
promiſed. The charge alſo given to them is of things ne- 
ceſſary, pious, good, and poſlidle ; neither God nor man re- 
quiring impoſhiilities , ut pious endeayours, The inſti- 
tution is therefore good, although by ſome peoples cares 
leſsneſs it degenerates into formality, the common bane of 
facred things. Some love to quarrel with that which others 
do, and like nothing but their own fancies, 
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1. I beſeech you all to take heed you ſtand hot againſt or- Applicar. 


der, and ſo fin in diſobeying lawful authoriey, reproaching 
the Church as if it 1mpoled things unlawful, diſturbing the 
peace of the Church, advantaging Papiſts, or diſcords be- 
ing their muſick, ſcandalizing the Goſpel, and hindring the 
edification of our brethren, as they do who think it Reli- 
2'0n enough to ſpeak againſt lawful eſtabliſhed order. 


4d muſt be born with, which are not rightly enjoyned g for ſpiritual liverry lyerh 
fior in the outward aR, but inthe intention and belief, If a r rn in it ſelf be en- 


joyned to us, it muſt neither be o>cyed in the aQ nor aſſented roin Ve underſtand= 


ing and the will. Burif the thing beinditferent in ir ſelf, and yerſerm in the j dg- 
ment inconvenient, we = and muſt do it, and neither wreng our liberty, nor our 


conſcience ; for ih ſuch ca 


cs our aQtions are limitted, alchough our conſciences be 


free z and the ſuperior power may bind vs in ſors exteriori, and leave us free in fore 
in:ertori, wherein Chriſtian liberty lyeth; and citcs a place in Calvins Inſti. liv. 4+ 


cap 20, Artic. 1. ſpiritual liberty and political bondage will ſtand well r 
And ler net the conſequence trouble you, as long as the thing commande 


init ſelf, we are nct anſwerable of the conſequence that may follow , bur they who 
command it. And we who move in the orbe of obedience, muſt quietly folo.v the 
motions of the high: x ſphcar of authority.To puh againſt ir, inconliderarely under 
pretence of God's ſervice, is daſhing the ſecond Table againſt the firſt, and breaking 
both: ; and cites Bezty Epiſt. 24, ſayings That man abuſcth Chriſtian liberty, or ra- 
ther is ſold under (in, who will nor with a free will obey in the Lord his Magiſtrates 


or Superiors, and ſeekerh not to edifie the conſeiences of his Brethren, 


2. My Brethren of the Clergy, we preach for edifica- 
tion, for order. See we, that our ſelves be not diſorderly in 
our lives. It was ſ2id cf Origen (and may uf many more) 
that his teaching and living werealike, Sure itis a bleſied 
thing, when Miniſters lives put not their words to the 
dluſh, as when much h2avenly dofrine ſounds from them 
' 1npeoples ears, 2nd there 1s little in the preachers heart 
when there is holineſs in the Prexchers Books, but none in 
their boſoms, Preachers ſhould ſheiw themſelves patterns 
of the rules they preſcribe, it being an excellent commen- 
dation when Preachers lives are Commentaries of their 
doQrine ; when their exemplary Sermons conſiſt of living 
words, or words tranſlated into works, For as Fevinian the 
Emperor ſaid to the Octhodox and Arrian Biſhops, I cannot 
jadge of your doctrine, bat I can judge of your Lyes; 1 i 
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ſee who is moſt peaceable and innocent. So we cannot hut 
know, that people can better judge of our doings, than of 
our doQrine z and are ſooner led to evil by the one, than to 
good by the other. You know who ſaith, What haſt thoy 
todo to take my Covenant in thy mouth, and hateſt to be re- 
formed? Thou who teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thy 
ſelf ? And you know who pronvunceth ſuch to be inexcuſa- 
ble? Sure it will be an heavy ſentence to hear, Out of thine 
own mouth I will condemn thee ; we therefore who preach 
againſt ſin, ſee we draw,not men to ſin by our bad examples ; 
be not we negligent in reading, preaching, catechiling, ad- 
miniſtring the Sacraments, &c. Be not we vain and vitious 
in our lives, but careful to walk decently and in order. 

3- Church-Wardens, you are-choſen to reform diſor- 
ders, to ſee all things to be done decently and in order ; and 
to bind you hereunto you have an oath, a ſtrong and ſacred 
tye, yea,ſuch that God will be a ſwift witneſs againſt, & will 
ſend n curſe toconſume the houſe of the falſe ſwearer, Take 
heed what you do z Tf you know in your Pariſhes ſuch who 
will not come to Communions, to the Prayers cf the 
Church, to nothing done there at all; who will not haye 
their children baptized, aor their children and ſervants c2- 
techiſed, &c. and yon regard not ſuch things; ſarely you 
are regardleſs of your oaths, and of order, 

4. And T humbly pray you, by wheſe authority we ar: 
here aſſembled, to make it appear that you come hither to 
have all things done decently and in order. Some (1 hope 
landerouſly) ſiy you come hither for money but I preſume 
and perſwade my ſelf, -you come ſerio:fly to reform mens 
manners. Some 1gnorantly ſay, you have no power, you can 
donothing. That you have power this meeting ſhews, you 
calling us hither, and I hope for ſome good end. Let your 
power and authority I beſeech you be exerciſed as St. Pauls 
was, 2 Cor. 10. 8. for edification; That it may appear we 
live ina flouriſhing Chriſtian Church, where good Laws 
are, and they well obſerved and executed; where Religion 
3s profeſſed and practiſed, where the youth are catechiſed, 
and principeled in Religion; where the Sacraments areduly 
a 
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and orderly adamniſtred, where the houſes of God are ſo- 
lemnly frequented, where Schiſms and FaRions are diſcoan- 
tenanced, where vice is puniſhed, and yertue encouraged, 
where mens lives are reformed ſo; that ebedience to Go- 
vernours, charity and righteonſaeſs to men, may and do ap- 
pear, and according to this Scriptug Canon; all things 
are cone decently and in order, 


Fung lands 


Tears, 
Pg: Be 


His laſt 
Sermon, 
March 10. 
1646, 


OT 


The Posrscrner, 


I Reading in Mr, Howel, Exgl, ſpeaking thus ; I that have 
KF. been accounted the Queen of Illes, the darling of Na- 
ture, and Neptunes minion ; I that have been tiled by the 
charadter of the firſt Daughter of the Church , that have 
converted eight ſeyeral Nations; I that made the morning 
beams of Chriſtianity ſhine upon Sevrland, upon [reland, 
and agood part of France; I thaf did irradiate Denwark , 
Szedland, and Norway, with the light thereof ; I that brought 
the Saxons, with other Grrmanes high and low, from Paga- 
niſm to the knowledge of the Coſpel ; IT that had the firſt 
Chriſtian King that ever was (Laciw) and the firſt reformed 


King (the eight Henry ) toreign over me; I out of whoſe 


boryels ſprung the firſt Chriſtian Emperor that ever was, 
Conftantine z 1 that had five ſeveral Kings, viz, John King of 
France, David Kirg of Scotland, Peter Kirg of Bekemia, and 
two /riſb Kings my captives, in leſs than one year ; I under 
whoſe Banner that great Emperor Maximilian took.jt in 
honour to ſerve in perſon, and receive pay from me—I that 
did ſo abound with Bullion, &c,. Behold, behold I am nov 
become the objet of pity to ſome, of ſcorn to others, of 
laughter to all people, my children abroad are driven to 
diſavoi,me for fear of being jezred, they dare not own 
me ther Mother upon the Kialro of Venice, the Berle of 
Auſpurge, the New-bridge of Par, the Cambics of Spin, 
or upon the Q#0y:.of Holland, for far of being bafled and 
hooted at, T reading in Mr. Fines, what we had been, a-peo- 
ple-of as powerful godlineſs as any in the worldzthat praQti- 
cal divinity was improved to a great height of clearneſs and 
ſweetneſs, and his lamenting our miſerable declination (in 
the ſame Sermon) from the life and power of panes 

whic 
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"which is come to paſs within theſe few years;ſo that our pra- 
'Qicals,our inward and cloſe wayes of walking with God in 
Faith and love, are ſublimed into fancies and vapours, into 
fumes of nery opinions, and which is worſt of all, we take 
this Dropſie to be growth, and conceive our ſelves more ſpi- 
ritual and refined, becauſe more airy and notional, Liberty 
of Religions 15 become the golden calf of the times —And 
the Miniſters are laid low in order to a twofold liberty 
the one of propheſying, every one to ſet up Trade who is 
able; and liberty of luſts and ways of looſeneſs. I conſider- 


Page 56, ; 
Page s. 
Page 23- 
In his Faſt 


ing what Mr. Hodges ſaith, we have long enjoyed as cleat Sermon 
light, and asfull diſcoveries of fundamental truths as any March 10 


Church z others have lighted their Tapers more at our 
fame, than we at theirs; our Church once the great eye- 
ſore to Hereticks, envy of Papilſts, refuge of Orthodox, 
glorioas for DoErine, a praiſe in the earth, the Mother of 
many Stars of the firſt magnitude, faithful Martyrs, famous 
Confeſſors, and innumerable ſoulsin Heaven, &c, and yet 
after his preaching, in his Epiſtle he ſaith, the Prince of 
flies hath raiſed ſuch ſwarms of flies in every corner of our 
Land, that many of our Congregations and Families are mi- 
ſerably fly blown with Herehies, and corrupt Tenets. I re- 
godciog ſome paſſages in Sir Edzard Deering: Speeches 
in Parliament, at the beginning of it, ſaying, if we let forth 
the Government into a loſe li For all Religions, we 
ſhall have none. Libertiniſm will beget Atheiſm, —4 little 
after, Men upon whoſe merit , let my credit ſtand or fall 
in this Houſe, complain with grief of heart to ſee their now 
infefted ſheep, after long paſtoral , vigilance, and faithful 
Miniſtery to run andtraggle from them more in theſe ten 
moneths, than in twenty years before ; — in another he 
ſaith, there is at preſent ſuch an all-daring liberty, ſuch a 
lewd licentiouſneſs, for all mens venting their ſeveral ſen- 
ſes (fenſleſs ſenſes) in Matters of Religion, as never was in 
any Age, or any Nation until this Parliament was met toge- 
ther, Thus the Church of England, once the glory of the 
Reformed Religion is miſerably torn and diſtraGted, ſo that 
you can hardly ſay which is the Church of England, &c. 
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Theſe ſhew what we bave loſt, and what we bave found. And 
I living in the beſt times that ever England had, and ſecing 
what I ſee, cannot but wiſh with Jeremys That wy #90: nere s 
fountain of 1ears, that I might weep day and night ; for the divi- 
fions and deſtraRtions in England; 1 now ſeeing the truth of 
Mr, B«r:ons ſaying, ſuperſtition will runalonglike a Mur- 
rain in Cattel,icad on fheep,nalla ſcalies ſuperſtitione ſeabie- 
far: He who is bit of a Mad dag, bites others, and all in thc 
end become mad either out of affeRion of novelty,Gimplici- 


ty, blind zeal, hope, & fear the giddy headed multitude will- - 
, embrace-it; So he. Mabrwrr was but a poar Orphan, he 


marryed his Miſtriſs Cbedigs, whom he made belicye, that 
his falling ſickneſs proceeded from the fight of An 

which appeared to him : yet he was the beginner of the 
Mahumetans, which are ſo multiplyed,ſome following Alli, 
ſome Endacar, ſome Acwar, and ſome Oziwmes, Makomer 


- Tacceflors, whale followers are ſubdivided into ſeventy: two 


ſarts,as Leo Affricanw reports ,ſaith Mr, Burton,and alſo that 
Pal and is areceptacle for all Religions. No marvel then if 
Fabianus Strada calls hereie the School of Pride, and af- 
firms that for a man to be an Heretick and 2 good ſubjeR is 
impoſſible, and ſaith, it is with leſs difhculty kept out, than 
ſhut up. And ſad experience doth fully demonſtra 
errors and herefies ſwarm amongſt us: ſo that Mr.Sl 

in his groansfor liberty pleads, Whether an hundred and 
fourſcore Opinions are more to be caſt into the face of Re- 
ligion, than fix hundred in the dayes of Nazjanzen; and a 
little after becauſe of our many Opinions and divifians, he 
crys out, where is the Church now? notin the Aflembly 
(Gith he) they are but conſulting how £9 build the Church, 


not in the Presbytery, for that 1s a Church unbuilt as yet,. _ 


not among the Par; are not Scripture Congrega- 
tions, a8 Smettymu [a A ke Chreckaf England? 
Dc. Field of the Churchy will tell you Mr. S«/tmwerſÞ, That 
there are ſome who profeſs the truth deſcribed by the Son 
of God but not wholly and entirely as Hereticks,ſome who 
profeſs the whale ſaving truth, but not in Unity, as Schiſ- 


maticks; Some who profeſs the whole truth in unuty, ot ci | 


*” ts WS ww >» *_8MRcewwsHnw tn WW > HW wwe i. 1% * Fry, 5 D WY be 


F wn 5 Y rw ir r© ww rr aY 


(23) | 
ſincerity and fingleneſs of a good and ſanfRifyed mind, as 
tes and wicked men onty acdly; Some who profeſs 

the whole ſaving truth in unity and ſimplicity of a ſanRi- 
fied and good heart, and 1 hope you will ſay they are the 
Church, not excluding the other from the vifible Church, 
2 net, a field &c. The old Non-conformiſts in a book ſer 
forth by Mr. William Katbband , will ſhey you thatthe 
Church of England as formerly eſtabliſhed, was the true 
Church of Chriſt, and that you ſhould not ſeparate from it. 
Mr- Ball a Non-conformilt writing againſt Can a ara- 
riſt, ſhews you that the Church of England is a true Charch 
of Chriſt, a people in Covenant with Chriſt, to whom he 
bath committed tus heavenly Oracles and Seals of the Cove- 
"nant, &c, and inthe ſecond Chapter he ſhews the Church 
of England governed by Biſhops, to be the ttae Church of Page 79. 
Chrilt, Sir Edzard Deeringin one of his Speeeats to the 
like purpoſe, ſaying, I am bold to forbid any man from this Page 125- 
hoaſe for 160Q years and upward, to name any one age, nay 
any one year wherein Epiſcopacy was out of date in Chri- 
ſtendom : in another Speech he ſaith , I am none of thoſe 
men that x6co years after my Saviour came to plant his 
Church, will cenſent to give a new Rule, a new invented 
"yg mr to his Church,never known untill this age; yet 

r. Honel tells us, that the boly Titles of Biſhops and P*8* *31: 
Prieſts are grown odious amongſt poor Scioliſts, who ſcarce 1 his ad- 
know the notions of things: And we have amiongſt us as dition Ler- 
Mr. Sywond: ſaith, ſuch who love ſtrife z and although they *> - 5 
ave already offered moſt wrong, yet fill are moſt full of mag 
clamours; and as another ſaith, who cry out mach againſt 1,» 
the Pope, to whom they do better ſervice than they are a- . 
ware, {o that he ſaith, it is a thouſand pities that our SeRa- Rrgum $4- 
—_—_ ſuch zeal againſt Popery, whono leſs mali- ©. Saufo 
cioully than confdently rub upon ſound Proteſtants the a- M«ref 
ſpecſions of Popery and malignancy, do joyn with. the worſt 5-4. 
of Papilts, in the worlt at leaſt, in the pernicious Do- page ,2. 
Qrine of Papiſts, At the beginning of (as in) our troubles 
His Majeſties Dzclaration of Azg, 12. 1642. ſhews us Page 18. 
that nothing was diſcoantenanced and reproached, but a du- 
M 2 titul 
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rfful regard to us(i.e.the King) and our honour, and a ſober 
eſteem and application! to the Las of the kingdom, and 
may itnot prove {o' again, if not prevented ? and (6 be 
more advantage to run the contrary courſe, if a good con- 
ſcience conld allow as one faith; for if the conformi 

obedient Clergy muſt lie under the laſh of being prophane 
and ſcandalous, and the irregular and diſobedient account- 
ed and cryed up for thz pious, powerful, and precigus men, 
was Mr. Burron now alive, he might better ſay-than when he 
wrote thus. What father after a while will be ſo improvi- 
dent to bring up his ſons to his great charge, to neceſlary 
beggary 2-what Chriſtian will be ſo irreljgious as to driog np 
bis ſons in that courſe of life which by all probability and 
neceſſity will entail on him- ſymony and perjnry, for he 
might now add ſcorn and contempt if he be an obedient ſon 
of the Church ; for what in regard of pretended conſcience 
to that Id6+-Covenant, which Lilturn calls ths make-bate, 
perſecuting, ſoul-deſtroying , England: dividing, and undo- 
ing Covenant 2 what m regard of the boldneſs of ſome-di- 
ring peopley and the connivence of ſome in Authority it had 
been better for conſcientious ſubjeRts, that ſome Laivs had 
not been made, than that being made their obedience to 
them, ſhould be their diſgrace : and the diſobedience of 0- 
thers to them, their honour and dignity, I know that ſouſk 
mens natur2s are eaheſt- cured by lenities, and that if vio- 
lence be offered they will ſtroggle, they being eafier led 
than driven, but it is not ſo with all,for ſince his Majeſties 
happy Reſtauraticn, ſome now daring people began to he 
tradable and orderly, but feeling the reins of Government 
ſomewhat- looſe, like unruly horſes, they get the bit into 
their teeth, 'they kick, and think to run away with, asd 


- throw their Rider. Amongſt certain paſſages I have read 
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in the reign of King Jemes, this I remember, he wha de- 
ceives me once it i$ his fanlt, but if ewvice it is my fault, 
What theſe men have done cannot be forgotten, if jt is; let 
F. 4: remember them, that the beſt of Kings in whom ma- 
lice it ſelf; how quick-fighted foever, could not find 

thing blame-worthy, except it be a crime to be too g 

and 
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| 25 
and tranſcendently-clement, forced to flee, his Royat Con- 


ſort neceſfirated to flee beyond ſea, the Royal family divided 
ohne from another, his Revenue ſeized, his forts and holds 


employed to deſtroy him, and.another ſpeaking to them. 


thus, you have violated all ſorts of right in the perſon of 
your King, yon have raiſed a war againſt him, you have of- 
ren aſſaulted and impriſoned him, you have abuſed the. con- 
fidence he had in you, and deſtroyed him with great cruel» 
ty and inſolency ; when ſuch men have aRed ſo vigorouſly 
againſt the Lords anointed, and ſome of them not (o wary as 
their fellows fay,they cannot repent z and are ſuch of whom 
Mr. Edn. Sparks writing of Primitive. devotion, faith,This: 
ſtolid diſobedient age contemns their devotions,and are ſo 
immodelt as to orudo: God the hat & the knee, whatcan we 
hope for from ſuch men?'ve mayremember the:moral of the 
Country-mans ſnake which would takeaway life from him 
who preſerved hers, and not forget that of the young mans 


Curia Po- 
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Page 1. 


Page 106, 
Page 53+ 


beloved Cat turn'd into a Maid, which ſoon ſhewed again; 


her cattiſh diſpoſition, having an opportunity by-the ſ1ght 
of a Mouſe. Souae think (I wiſhthey be miſtaken) that in 
regard of the ſpeech and carriage of ſome, that they have 2 


ſecond part to att afrer the ſame, or a more dolefal tune; 


however it cannot but be good with the ſnake in the fable 


(who thonght her ſelf not ſecure inthat- houſe wherein tha: 


oreat hatchet was, which had almoſt flaim her) not to give 
too mach credit to ſuch who have formerly dealt as: they 
have done, error being obſtinate,and making men ſo. Re/igio 
Medici ſhews the ob{tinacy of the Jews in all fortnnes;that 
the perſecution of 1500 years hath but confirmed them in 


Page 49. 


their errors, that they have already endured whatſoever may' 


de inflicted, and have ſuffered abundance, even to the con- 
demnation of their enemies; & concludes perſecution to be 
a bad and indireR way to plant Religion. It is ſo, but means 
muſt be uſed to preſerve Religion, that we looſe it not. 
Some I ſuppoſe will blame me for writing thug now, having 
formerly pleaded for Puritans, I on what I have written, 
and wiſh theſe were ſuch, for which I and Mr. Bolton plead 
for ; namely practiſipg Proteſtants, loyal to Princes, obedi- 

ent 


Society Of 
Saints, P» 
29. p.344+ 
in an Aſ- 
hze Sere 
mon, 


(86) =" 
ent'to Laws, juſt, pious, charitable, [ores to be. 
truth whar they ſeem to bez we | not for faRtious, its 

ular, diforderly followers of Barrow and Greenmoed, the 
Puritans being their great oppoſers;I judging with Mr, 
. Howel, that the itching of ſcriblers is the ſcab of the times. 
ed no pablication ef theſe notes, which made me cares 
efs in naming of my Authors, but conſidering that Wichdlas 
| Caafin had learned to regard the works of the worſt Wija 
ters, and not tocenſure them z and ſecing the flame to ins 
creaſe at home and abroad; and thoſe who have much water 
in their deep wells, and buckets to vent it lic in a ſleep, 1 
have preſumed with my pitcher to ſhew mine endeavour ths 
ſtop and extinguiſh this fire of error; ſome perhaps impat 
itto dorage, I being well-near ſach years which are labout 
and ſorrow, and ſcarce able to go with Crutches ; let men 
think as they pleaſe, my defire 1s to cure error, and to pros 
cure order; for which end I will conclude with a paſlag 
in Mr. Fine; fore-named Sermon, which is this. If conſis 
ence be werrant for praQiſes and opinions, and liberty ; 
conſcience be a ſafficient licenſe to vent or aRt them; I cath 
not ſee bur the judicatories either of Charch or State ma 
ſhat up their ſhop, and be reſolved into the- judicatorie. 
every mans private conſciencez and pot the caſe, that th 
Magiſtrate ſhould conceive himfelf boand in conſcience © 
draw forth his Authority agzinft falſe teachers, and tl 
damnable herefics, and m__ that ſuppoſed error) ſhaulk 
challenge a liberty of ju "ping, as we do of aQi U! 
our liberty give us any Caſe ſo long as he had hi2and were 
not better for him to judge, and for us to w4!k by a knowl 
Rule and if we ſhonld ſay that his liberty of judging is wth 
lawfal, it 15 28 eahe for him to fay, our liberty pr 108 
or profeſſing error$18 ſo too. 


FINIS. 


